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Chad 


GUNT’s Goukouni Oueddi Interview Reported 


LDO9 1160390 Paris International Service 
in French 1230 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Report on interview with Goukouni Oueddi, president 
of the Chadian Transitional National Government, by 
“special” correspondent Farida Ayari in Tripoli; date 
not given—recorded] 


[Text] Now here is a voice which has not been heard for 
a very long time, that of Goukouni Oueddei, president of 
the Chadian GUNT [Transitional National Govern- 
ment]. Three months ago he returned to Tripoli where he 
is installed with his supporters in a spacious and beau- 
tiful villa in the center of the Libyan capital. It was there 
that he received our special correspondent Farida Ayari. 


Goukouni Oueddei acknowledged that his room for 
maneuver in Tripoli is slim at the moment since the 
normalization of relations between Libya and Chad. He 
considers that he cannot of course place the host country 
in difficulty. Goukouni Oueddei also revealed that on | 
January two of his supporters, (Mahamat Issa) and 
(Mahamat Adoum), were assassinated on the Cameroon 
border on orders he alleges from Hissein Habre. 


Farida Ayari first asked Goukouni Oueddei whether he was 
in contact with Idress Deby, the former commander in chief 
of the Chadian Army who has also been rebelling against 
Hissein Habre since | April 1969 [as heard] from the Darfur 
region of Sudan east of Chad. Listen to his reply: 


[Goukouni] There is no contact between myself and Idriss 
Deby in a direct, physical way but I believe that contact does 
exist through third parties. As there is an expression which 
says that the enemy of your enemy is your friend, from the 
time that Idriss was in the opposition and given that we are 
ourselves in opposition to Hissein Habre, inevitably we are 
going to come together to form a joint front to confront 
Hissein Habre, inevitably. 


jAyari] Are the conditions for reconciliation which you 
defined at the time still valid or have you evolved on that 
position? 


{[Goukouni] In 1987 we began direct discussions with 
Ndjamena. We put forward conditions and those condi- 
tions were rejected outright by Hissein Habre as he is 
only seeking rallyings on an individual basis while we 
categorically reject this idea. Now, taking account of the 
current situation, of the developments in the situation 
and of the fact that the Ndjamena group is becoming 
weaker from one day to the next, we should harden our 
position to confront Hissein Habre. If henceforth there 
are discussions, | am convinced that there will be new 
proposals ‘vhich will be harder than before. Otherwise I 
think there will be a military solution. 
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Yasir ‘Arafat Concludes Visii, Departs 


AB1001072390 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] Yasir ‘Arafat, the Palestinian head of state and 
PLO chairman, left Ndjamena late this morning at the 
end of a 24-hour friendly working visit that focused on 
strengthening Chad-Palestinian relations. It was at 1100 
that Chadian President El Hadj Hissein Habre accom- 
panied his guest to the Ndjamena international airport 
and wished him bon voyage. Members of the govern- 
ment, official organizations, the National Consultative 
Council, and the Central Committee of the National 
Union tor Independence and Revolution [UNIR] were 
present at the airport. Before leaving Ndjamena, the 
Palestinian head of state personally chaired the opening 
of the Palestinian Embassy to Chad. That was a moving 
event, especially when the Pal. stinian president himself 
hoisted the Palestinian flag which will from now on, fly 
over that building. 


The embassy is located at the (?Cotton Villa). Mr ‘Arafat, 
in a gesture demonstrating his love for his country, 
(?fervently) kissed the flag that is the symbol of his 
fatherland. This flag has four colors. The red forms a V 
symbolizing the blood shed by the Palestinian martyrs to 
defend their fatherland, but also the fierce battles waged 
by the people and their weapon [words indistinct]. The 
black designates the enemy against whom they are 
fighting and should get rid of at all ccsts. The white 
symbolizes peace and the green the fatherland and the 
land. This ceremony took place in the presence of 
Acheikh Ibn Oumar, the Chadian minister of foreign 
affairs; the Algerian ambassador; the ambassadors of 
Egypt, Sudan, Morocco, and Libya; the charge d'affaires 
of Iraq to Chad; and Mr (Aziz Salim), new Palestinian 
ambassador to Chad, who presented his letters of cre- 
dence on 8 December to Chadian Head of State El Hadj 
Hissein Habre. 


During this ceremony, Mr ‘Arafat said that as happened 
in Berlin with the German people breaking down the 
Berlin Wall, the same thing will happen in Palestine with 
the Palestinian people hoisting the national flag over the 
holy places and tombs of Jerusalem. 


During his stay in our country, the Palestinian head of state 
held 2 hours of private talks with his Chadian counterpart 
during which they discussed relations between the two 
states. Yasir ‘Arafat took this opportunity to offer a gift to 
his host, depicting the holy Al-Aqsa Mosque of Jerusalem. 
The mosque is made of marble, the result of contributions 
from the whole Palestinian family. 


This morning, just before leaving Chad, the Palestinian 
leader received the Islamic Committee led by Mr 
Badaoui, the Imam of Ndjamena, to whom he also 
offered a gift, a Koran from the holy mosque of Jerusa- 
lem. He then received a delegation from the National 
Consultative Council led by Mr (Bayade Domvi Abdou), 
its chairman, and the militants of the UNIR led by 
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Executive Secretary Gouara Lassou. To all his visitors, 
Yasir ‘Arafat offered symbolic gifts that demonstrated 
his determination to strengthen the friendsh.p between 
the Palestinian and Chadian peoples. And it was with ihe 
assurance of the support of the Chadian people to the 
common struggle of the Palestinian people, under the 
leadership of the PLO, that ‘Arafat left Ndjamena late 
this morning. 


Congo 


Sassou-Nguesso Concerned About Europe of 1993 


AB0901170690 Paris AFP in French 1215 GMT 
9 Jan 90 


{Text] Brazzaville, 9 Jan (AFP}—Today in Brazzaville, 
General Denis Sassou-Nguesso, the Congolese head of state, 
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expressed concern with the Europe of 1993 and the East- 
West rapproachment, which, according to him, could 
estrange Africa. While receiving New Year wishes from the 
members of the diplomatic missions accredited to Congo, 
General Sassou-Nguesso expressed the hope that the 
changes occuring in Europe will “contribute to strengthen 
the essential solidarity that should exist between poor and 
rich nations.” “Africa should remain a credible partner 
because, as a continent still to be developed, she bears the 
seeds of future developments,” President Sassou-Nguesso 
added, hoping that Europe in 1993 and the rapproachment 
of the East-West blocs would not be cause “for unbalance, 
tension, and frustration.” 


The Gabonese ambassador, Mr Constant Ntsoumou, 
dean of the diplomatic corps, said that African countries 
should lift protectionist barriers in order to face the 
current changes taking place in Europe. 
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Ethiopia 


Oromo Rebels Claim 1,657 Government Casualties 


EA0901194990 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 9 Jan 90 


{Text] Continuing their intensive offensive in Welega 
region, Oromo Liberation Front [OLF] forces had by yes- 
terday completely wiped out the 28th Division of the enemy 
forces, the OLF reports. According to OLF reports, OLF 
combatants gained contro! of the town of Asosa and seven 
other small towns and villages around Asosa. 


Yesterday, OLF combatants brought the town of (Bande 
Egzi} along the Asosa-Gimbi Road, and the town of Begi, 
south of Asosa, under their control. The OLF combat- 
ants killed or wounded 1,657 enemy soldiers and cap- 
tured 317 others, not including the heavy losses sus- 
tained by the Dergue force yesterday. OLF combatants 
captured the following weapons: 2 BM-21 rockets, 4 
122-mm field guns, | tank, 3 APCS, 12 76-mm field 
guns, 6 120-mm mortars, 4 .4 mortars, |! anti-aircraft 
guns—3 of them are of 23 mm—4,000 light weapons, as 
well as many vehicles, radio communications sets, hand 
grenades, and ammunition. 


Combatants of the OLF were warmly welcomed by 
residents of the areas they controlled. 


EPRDF Forces Claim 100 Killed Near Mariye 


EA1001102190 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Tigrinya 0445 GMT 10 Jan 90 


[Text] The heroic Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] Army and inhabitants 
inflicted a crushing blow on an enemy force which had 
advanced from Hayk to recapture a strategic place, 
Mariye [in Welo Region]. 


The enemy force which advanced to recapture the strategic 
place, Mariye, consisting of four battalions of the 16th and 
95th Brigades of the Ist Army Division and the 86th 
Brigade of the 17th Army Division, was crushed and dis- 
persed by the EPRDF Army and inhabitants of the area. 
During the defensive engagement which took place on 6 
January 1990, the enemy lost 100 troops killed, 115 
wounded, and 11 captured. In addition, more than 25 
Kalashnikov rifles and 40 hand-grenades were appropriated 
by the Ethiopian revolution. It was confirmed that among 
the Workers Party of Ethiopia troops who died in the 
fighting there were two lieutenants. [passage indistinct] 


Somalia 


Further Reportage on Change of Government 


President To Form New Government 


AB0901143490 Paris AFP in English 1426 GMT 
9 Jan 90 


[Text] Nairobi, Jan 9 (AFP)}—The Somali news agency 
SONNA later said the dissolution of the government was 
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decided at a special Central Committee meeting late 
Monday of the single, ruling Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party. 


Gen Barre closed the session by calling on party members to 
show a “patriotic readiness” to solve the political, economic 
and social problems of the country, SONNA added. 


But the official agency gave nc explanation for the 
announced change of government. 


Friday, the party paper OGAAL criticized the outgoing 
government for failing to deal with the nation’s “mult- 
ple” problems. 


Mogadishu Radio Reports 


EA0901191490 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1715 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[From the “Panorama Program”’] 


[Text] The extraordinary session of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Somali Revolutionary Socialist Party 
[SRSP] was held last night in Mogadishu. The Somali 
Democratic Republic [SDR] president, Comrade 
Mohamed Siad Barre, addressed the session at the 
party's headquarters here in Mogadishu. The members 
of the Central Committee discussed, among other things. 
political, economic, social, security issues, and other 
matters. The members examined in detail the current 
overall situation of the country, and Somalia’s position 
today. The members further discussed the great desire to 
implement immediately the resolutions of the Sth ses- 
sion of The SRSP Central Committee, and the outcome 
of last year’s extraordinary session of the SRSP Central 
Committee. They further resolved to fulfil the needs of 
society based on social justice. 


Addressing yesterday's session, SRSP secretary general and 
SDR President Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre said it was 
imperative to implement the resolutions of the Sth session 
of the Central Committee. Comrade Siad added that we 
need to [words indistinct] the country’s situation, especially 
in the political, economic [words indistinct] and security. 
Further on in his speech Comrade Siad spoke of the achieve- 
ment of the revolutionary government during its rule [words 
indistinct]. SDR President Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre 
urged the members of the SRSP Central Committee to 
distance themselves from [words indistinct] and strive to 
serve the nation justly. 


A statement released from the Office of the SDR Presi- 
dent said as follows: The SDR president, Comrade 
Mohamed Siad Barre, has from today, 9 January 1990, 
dissolved the Council of Ministers. The SDR president, 
Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre, added that a govern- 
ment would be formed very soon. 
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New Government To Be Formed ‘Soon’ 


EA0901205090 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1850 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] The Somali Democratic Republic [SDR] presi- 
dent, Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre, has said that from 
today, 9 January 1990, he has dissolved the SDR 
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Council of Ministers. The president added that a new 
government would be formed very soon, adding that the 
ministerial duties would be performed by deputy minis- 
ters. Where there were two deputy ministers, the func- 
tion would be exercised by the first deputy minister. The 
repori adds that while awaiting the formation of the new 
government [words indistinct]. 
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‘Concern’ About Status of Angolan Peace Process 


MB0901174190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1735 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 9 SAPA—The South African [SA] Gov- 
ernment on Tuesday cxpressed concern about developments 
in Angola and appealed to the conflicting parties to support 
Zaire’s President Mobutu Sese Seko in his efforts to bring 
about national reconciliation and a ceasefire. 


SA Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha said in a state- 
ment on Tuesday night State President F.W. de Klerk 
had addressed a letter to Angolan President Jose Edu- 
ardo dos Santos on December 22 1989, in which he 
expressed his concern about the imminent threat of a 
major military offensive by FAPLA [People’s Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola! forces against 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] southeast of Angola. 


He said any escalation in the military activity and 
violence from whatever quarter would be a severe set- 
back for the peace process, which ought to be supported 
by all leaders of the region. 


Mr de Klerk addressed an urgent appeal to President dos 
Santos to give practical expression to the spirit of recon- 
ciliation which had characterised events in southern 
Africa in 1989 to enable all Angolans to begin to find 
peace which had eluded that country for so long. 


In response Mr Dos Santos said his government was 
committed to achieving a peaceful resolution of the 
internal situation of conflict in Angola, but blamed 
UNITA for not observing measures aimed at bringing 
peace to that country, the statement said. 


De Klerk Discusses Emergency With UK Politician 


MB0901074690 Umtata Capita Radio in English 
0500 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] The state of emergency could be lifted on | 
February. British centrist politician Dr David Owen has 
told the British television station he held talks with the 
state president, F.W. de Klerk, in Pretoria. 


De Klerk told him he would announce further reforms 
with the opening of Parliament in February. These 
would include the partial or total lifting of the state of 
emergency. 


Owen says De Klerk told him openly he was in a hurry. 
At the meeting De Klerk said he wants to press ahead 
quickly with reforms aimed at preparing the ground for 
negotiations with black leaders to constitutional! change. 
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ANC Launches Mandela Reception Campaign 


MB0901090390 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] In anticipation of the setting free of a man who 
has been in jcil for 28 years, an international Mandela 
reception campaign has been launched. 


The campaign, put together by the ANC [African National 
Congress] and antiapartheid groups, plans to set up a 
network of international, national, and local reception com- 
mittees. And this will work closely with the National Recep- 
tion Committee in South Africa which was formed last year 
with the release of six senior ANC leaders. 


Spokesman Declines Comment on Mandela Release 


MB0901101790 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
9 Jan 90 pl 


[By Janet Heard] 


[Text] The countdown for the release of black leader Mr 
Nelson Mandela has gained momentum with the 
announcement by Mrs Winnie Mandela that she and her 
husband had discussed preliminary arrangements for his 
release during a prison visit yesterday. 


Mrs Mandela said after her visit to Victor Verster Prison 
in the Cape that this was the first time such a discussion 
had taken place since Mr Mandela's imprisonment more 
than a quarter of a century ago. 


“I don’t think that we are talking about months any 
longer,” Mrs Mandela said. 


“I am very hopeful now. This is the real stuff now. It is 
the first time he had called us to discuss preliminary 
arrangements for his release.” 


Asked how she felt, she replied with a broad smile: “'! 
think it is clear from my expression.” 


Mrs Mandela declined to give details of the discussions, 
nor would she speculate about a specific date. 


Advocate Mr Dullah Omar last night said preliminary 
arrangements had been discussed by the couple. 


Government sources have said they expect the jailed 
ANC [African National Congress] leader to be freed late 
in January or after the opening of Parliament on Feb- 
ruary 2. 


A spokesman for the State President, Mr F.W. de Klerk, 
would not comment on Mrs Mandela's annovncement. 


After Mrs Mandela's visit, Mr Omar said Mr Mandela 
was in a “superb state, was buoyant, confident and raring 
to go”. 


He would not divulge details of the discussion but said it 
involved personal and political issues. 
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He said it was gene ally expected that Mr Mandela 
would return to his home in Soweto. 


“That is all one can say. 1 hroughout his imprisonment, 
he has never spoken about hus release. Yesterday was the 
first time. He said in view of the expectation that he 
would be released soowi, he wanted to discuss arrange- 
ments with Mrs Mandela.” 


ANC leader Mr Walter Sisulu, who was jailed with Mr 
Mandela and released unconditionally late last year, said the 
discussions did not mean a particular date had been set. 


“There have been many rumours (about his release) and 
the speculation that he would be released for Christmas 
was completely out of order.” 


He described as “reasonable” those analysts who specu- 
lated that Mr Mandela would be released during the 
forthcoming parliamentary session 


A spokesman for the Mass Democratic Movement, Mr 
Murphy Morobe, said “all necessary arrangements” were 
being made by the movement for Mr Mandela's home- 
coming. 


Reception committees established in a number of areas 
when the eight leaders were released last year would be 
the “natural choice” to receive him. 


Sources in the ANC’s London office indicated they 
believe Mr Mandela's release to be imminent—and they 
expect him to travel to the organisation's headquarters in 
Lusaka as soon as possible after he becomes a free man. 


They indicated they were also preparing for the possible 
legalisation of the ANC, phased return of exiles and any 
negotiations which may follow. 


On the question of who would lead the ANC, the 
movement's deputy London representative, Mr Billy 
Masetiha, said Mr Mandela would be “assigned a 
responsibility by the leadership of the ANC, by the 
collective leadership of the movement”. 


According to reports from London a “Nelson Mandela 
International Reception Conimittee”, convened by 
Archbishop Trevor Huddleston, has been launched in 
London, planning activities throughout the world to 
celebrate the day Mr Mandela is released. 


ANC Expects To Sign Protocol With Mozambique 


MB0901092790 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
9 Jan 90 p6 


[Text] African National Congress [ANC] leaders have 
held talks in Maputo with President Joaquim Chissano 
aimed at in.proving the ANC’s relations with the 
Mozambican government. 


As a result, the ANC expects to sign a protocol soon with 
the FRELIMO [Moz nbique Liberation Front] party. 
The signing of a protocol would appeaz to put the ANC 
on a more substantial diplomatic footing in Maputo. 
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However, there has been no confirmation from the Mozam- 
bique government that it intends to sign a protocol with the 
ANC. The ANC was represented at the Maputo talks by its 
secreiary general, Mr Alfred Nzo, who is acting president 
during the illness of Mr Oliver Tambo, and by the external 
affairs secretary, Mr Thabo Mbeki. 


The ANC’s relations with Mozambique suffered a set- 
back in 1984 with the signing of the Nkomati Accord, 
which required Mozambique to refrain from assisting 
ANC insurgency in South Africa was to stop aiding 
RENAMO [Mozambique National Resistance] rebels. 


The ANC presence in Maputo was cut back immediately 
after the signing of the accord, but when the treaty failed 
it was restored, through possibly not to the same level as 
before. With the meeting at Songo in Mozambique in 
1988 between President Chissano and former South 
African President Mr P.W. Botha the Nkomati pact was 
largely restored. 


The Maputo government appears to have accepted Pre- 
toria’s assurances that it has ended the support for 
RENAMO that had led to Maputo accusing Pretoria of 
breaching the Nkomati agreement. Relations between 
Maputo and Pretoria have continued to improve, with 
President de Klerk visiting the Mozambican capital late 
last year for a meeting with President Chissano. 


ANC Message Marks Organization's 78th Anniversary 


MBO0701 140990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1217 GMT 7 Jan 90 


[Text] Harare, Jan 7, SAPA—The African National Con- 
gress (ANC) on Sunday [7 January] called on all South 
Africans who va ued freedom, justice and peace to unite and 
finally put an end to apartheid and transform South Africa 
into a united, democratic and non-racial country. 


In a message to mark the organisation's 78th anniver- 
sary, the ANC’s national executive committee declared 
1990 “the year of peopie’s action for a democratic South 
Africa,” in which democratic forces would require even 
more extensive poliiical and material support from the 
world’s anti-apartheid forces. 


“We begin the !~ 4 decade of the second millennium con- 
vinced that victory is certain. Democracy in South must and 
will emerge triumphant,” ZIANA news agency reports. 


“It is the urgent responsibility of all our people who 
value freedom, justice and peace to combine in their 
millions and use their irresistible strength fi..ally to put 
an end to the apartheid system, transform South Africa 
into a united, democratic and non-racial country, 
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enabling it to take its place among the nations of the 
world as a force for justice, peace and social progress,” 
the message read. 


The message said it was important to further strengihen 
in every way the organised formations of the democratic 
move nent, adcing that there were some weaknesses in 
how t © membership was organised, the uneven level of 
consciousness, the strength and cohesion of the leader- 
ship structures and their accountability to the member- 
ship as well as the contact of these formations with the 


people. 


“One of the most important lessons ... 1s that there needs 
to be greater interaction among all the forces, in a 
conscious effort to think and plan together on a contin- 
uous basis. United action beccmes easier for all of us to 
achieve when we have all participated in the process of 
determining what action we should take together,” the 
message said. 


There was need for clarity of thought in terms of the 
pecple’s tactical and strategic objectives to face the 
challenjes of “this pregnant moment in our history. 


“Tactics have to do with how we conduct the struggle 
from one moment to the next, responding to a changing 
situation. The correct tactical approach also demands 
that we should, at all times, understand the balance of 
forces correctly and not overesimate or underestimate 
the strength and possibilities of either our own forces or 
those of our opponents,” it said. 


It called on members inside South Africa to work hard to 
strengthen the underground structures of the movement, 
to expand them and ensure that they reachec all corners 
of the country and all sectors of the people. 


The armed struggle would also continue to be a critical 
and decisive component of the organisation's strategy 
and the conditions which obliged the ANC to take up 
arms remained unchanged. 


“The commanders of the people’s army, Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], will therefore remain at 
their active posts, committed to the intensification of 
our armed offensive against the violent apartheid 
system, for a democratic and peaceful South Africa. 


“The people's army must therefore continue to grow and 
further develop its combat capacity inside the country, 
so that it becomes a formidable force capable of deliv- 
ering telling blows against the apartheid regime on a 
continuous and nationwide basis,’ the message said. 


The conditions that obliged the ANC to take up arms 
included the banning of the organisation. 


“Even when we were compelled to take up arms, we tried 
to conduct a humane war with as few casuaities as 
possible. This was precisely because, as a movement for 
national liberation, we value life and fight to assert the 
right to life in the face of a system that is inherently 
violent and murderous,” it said. 
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On negotiations, the ANC said its forces would not be 
terrorised into negotiations and could not be expected to 
enter into such a process until they enjoyed the same 
freedom to engage in political activity as did the ruling 
National Party. 


The organisa‘ion noted that the De Klerk regime still 
had a long way to go before it could claim that it had 
ended repression directed against the national liberation 
and democratic movement. 


“Therefore, whether the potential for a political settie- 
ment is transformed into reality remains the urgent 
responsibility of the Pretoria regime. for our part, we are 
committed to seize any real opportunity that might 
emerge, genuinely to seek a political agreement for a 
speedy end of the apartheid system,” it said. 


The ANC had also made it clear that the Harare Decla- 
ration was not meant to be a substitute for other forms of 
struggle but to be an additional weapon in the struggle to 
liquidate the apartheid system. 


The organisation paid tribute to governments and people 
all over the world for the work they had done to sustain 
the campaign for the total isolation of the racist regime. 


“The apartheid system continues in place. It therefore 
still remains for the international community to use the 
most effective weapon in «is hands, comprehensive and 
mandatory sanctions, to help bring about a speedy end to 
the apartheid «rime against humanity,” it said. 


The organisation expressed its solidarity with the 
Angolan and Mozambican people in their efforts to 
secure peace in their countries. 


“The terrible carnage in both countries has to end. The 
Pretoria regime must accept full responsibility for its 
part in this situation of massive death and destruction.” 


De Klerk Studying Statement 


MB0801082290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0812 GMT 8 Jan 90 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 8 SAPA—The state president, Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, is studying the ANC’s statement issued 
on Sunday and will then decide whether to deliver any 
comment at this stage, a spokesman for the president 
said on Monday. 


The ANC, in a statement in Harare marking its 78th 
anniversary, said on Sunday :t could not be expected to 
enter into a negotiating process util it enjoyed the same 
freedom to engage in polii:cal activity as the National 
Party. 


UDF Urges Increased U.S. Delegation Pressure 


MB0801090590 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
8 Jan 90 p 3 


[By Kaizer Nyatsumba] 
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[Text] The Mass Democratic Movement [MDM] and the 
recently released African National Congress [ANC] 
leaders have urged the visiting U.S. congressional dele- 
gation to increase pressure on South Africa, former ANC 
general secretary Walter Sisulu told THE STAR at the 
weekend. 


In a meeting with Congressman Howard Wolpe and 
Representatives Alan Wheat and Constance Morella at 
the Sisulu home in Orlando West, Soweto, on Friday [5 
January] afternoon, the MDM and the ANC leaders 
asked the Americans to impose more-strigent sanctions 
on Pretoria. 


“We asked them to continue supporting and even step- 
ping up sanctions until the situation in this country has 


changed. 


“We told them about our people on Death Row and our 
abhorrence for the death penalty and the rotten educa- 
tion system, and that on all these issues we want their 
support,” Mr Sisulu said. 


He said the Americans wanted to know how they could 
help bring about a democratic, nonracial South Africa, 
and were told “there was nothing to justify relaxing 
sanctions”. 


Mr Sisulu said the congressional delegation was told that 
more pressing issues in the next few months would be the 
black education system and the disastrous matric results, 
the death penalty, and the creation of a climate condu- 
cive to negotiations. 


Among the people attending the meeting were Mr Govan 
Mbeki, Mr Ahmed Kathrada, National Union of Mine- 
workers general secretary Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, Con- 
gress of South Afmcan Trade Union: general secretary 
Mr Sydney Mafumadi, United Democratic Front leader 
Mr Patrick “Terror” Lekota, Mr Wilton Mkwayi, Mr 
Andrew Mlangeni and Mr Elias Motsoaledi. 


UDF [United Democratic Front] co-president Mrs 
Albertina Sisulu later joined the meeting. 


After visiting Mrs Winnie Mandela's former home on 
Friday, Congressman Wolpe and his colleagues had 
supper with Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s family at his 
Orlando West home. 


During the day, the American lawmakers held a series of 
meetings at the Carlton Hotel with macber of the 
labour movement. 


Shortly after their arrival on Thursday, Dr Wolpe and 
his delegation met SA Council of Churches general- 
secretary the Rev Frank Chikane and Father Smangaliso 
Mkhatshwa at the same venue. 


Sather Mkhatshwa later told THE STAR the Americans 
“wanted to be informed about the general situation in 
the country and their implications for the future, and 
whether we thought (President F.W.) de Klerk was 
serious about reform”. 
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Father Mkhatshwa added: “As a group they were very 
well-informed. They are the best-informed group on 
issues regarding South Africa, and are also fairly sympa- 
thetic to our cause.” 


The cleric said his impression was that Dr Wolpe, before 
pressing on with sanctions, would stick to his six-month 
ultimatum given to President de Klerk to move radically 
with reform. 


“I think that at the end of the six moths Congressman 
Wolpe will definitely continue with his sanctions cru- 
sade,” Father Mkhatshwa said. 


Government Stresses Jesse Jackson Visit Welcome 


MB0801 173490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1708 GMT 8 Jan 90 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 8 SAPA—Foreign Affairs Minister 
Pik Botha on Monday indicated the South African 
Government had informed American Civic leader Rev 
Jesse Jackson he would be welcome in South Africa and 
the necessary visa would be issued to him to travel to this 
country, a foreign affairs spokesman told SAPA on 
Monday night. 


The announcement follows a recent meeting between 
Rev Jackson and South Africa’s ambassador to the U.S., 
Dr Piet Koornhof. 


THE STAR Announces New Editor-in-Chief 


MB1001112690 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
10 Jan 9 pl 


[Text] The chairman of Argus Newspapers, Mr Hal 
Miller, has announced the appointment of Mr Richard 
Steyn as Editor-in-Chief of THE STAR from October 1, 
when Mr Harvey Tyson, the present Editor-in-Chief, 
goes on leave prior to retirements in March 1991. 


Mr Steyn will join THE STAR as Editor-elect on April 2 
this year. Mr Steyn has been Editor of the NATAL 
WITNESS for the past 15 years. Before that he was an 
attorney, practising law in London and in Durban, where 
he played rugby and cricket for Natal. 


Mr Steyn (45) was educated at Stellenbosch University 
and was Nieman Fellow at Harvard University in 1985- 
86. He is South Africa’s repres-ntative on the committee 
of the International Press Institute. 


Commentary Urges Africa To Learn From East Bloc 


MBO0501175690 Johannesburg Interiiational Service 
in English 1550 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Station commentary: “Africa and Lessons of Eastern 
Europe™] 


[Text] The message emerging from numerous quarters is 
that Africa needs to look intently at developments in 
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Eastern Europe and learn from them. Without a doubt, 
events in the Eastern bloc will have a profound effect on 
Africa, especially those countries on the continent which 
had close ties with the old regimes. 


The London newspaper THE INDEPENDENT exam- 
ines the dilemma which the overthrow in Europe of 
one-party rule poses for many African leaders. Some 
countries, it says, are clearly coming to understand the 
implications more quickly than others. 


In Mozambique, long linked with Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union, there is a sense of pride that the ruling 
Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] party dropped 
its adherence to Marxism-Leninism 6 months ago. Benin 
did the same. 


in Zimbabwe, however, the ruling party has just renewed its 
advocacy of a one-party state based on Marxist-Leninist 
principles. Editorial opinion in the government-controlled 
newspaper in Harare has tended to depict the uprisings in 
Eastern Europe as a trick by the capitalist West. 


Many African leaders, says THE INDEPENDENT, 
came to power fighting for socialism as well as national 
independence. The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 
were more than willing to back them with weapons and 
advisors, reinforcing the \deoiogy and establishing alli- 
ances. Now the Soviet Union is seeking political com- 
promises in conflicts where formerly they had backed 
one side to win. 


In much the same vein, other newspapers in Britain and 
Western Europe have made the point that Africa will 
have to look to itself to a far greater extent to resolve its 
economic, political, and other problems. They envisage a 
greater role for South Africa in this regard. 


In Budapest this past week, South African Foreign 
Minister Mr Pik Botha, and his Hungarian counterpart, 
Mr Gyula Horn, agreed that developments in Eastern 
Europe were the beginning of a long and arduous process 
toward greater unity. The same applied to Africa, which 
had to consider urgently its economic development. 


The challenges facing the African Continent in the 
nineties are enormous. South Africa, as the most devel- 
oped country on the continent, stands ready to play its 
part in helping to meet the challenges. As it moves 
further away from its apartheid policies, South Africa is 
becoming more acceptable to other African countries as 
a partner in meeting the demands of the future. 


6 Jan Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB0601081190 


{Editorial Report] 


SATURDAY STAR 


Namibian Natural Resources Need Study-——“South Africa 
has left Namibia with a well established civil «;vice and a 
good communications network. That much is to our credit. 
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But otherwise we have tended to act in Namibia as care- 
lesssly as any other colonial power might have done—as if 
we considered nobody else would have need of it after our 
departure,” asserts the Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English on 6 January in a page 8 editorial. There has been 
“shocking handling” of natural rescurces. “The public must 
insist that the planning professions be compelled to do 
environmental impact studies on all significant develop- 
ments and issue a full and frank report on their findings for 
study and comment.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Botha Trip ‘Shrewdly Timed’—-“Pik Botha’s visit to 
Hungary “is a shrewdly timed move,” states the Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 5 January in a page 
6 editorial. He probably discussed the possibilities of 
trade and of recruiting skilled workers for employment 
in South Africa. However, “because of strong oppositicn 
by Blac’ " gations to the importation of foreign 
work w vot whether immigration on any large 
scals eithe: contemplated or desirzdle.“* Assistance 
with ~g echnology has also been discussed, "with 
South . . helping Hungary to reopen a run-down 
uranium mire. But however one looks at it, the impor- 
tance of Mr Botha’s trip™ is that "friendly relations with 
Hungary could open doors to other East-bloc states.“ 
Relations with the Soviet Union are “of course, more 
important than how we get on with Hungary. The new 
friendliness between Pretoria and Moscow has been 
largely due to the Soviet Union's policy of disengaging 
itself from regional conflicts its publicly expressed desire 
for a peaceful resolution of South Africa's racial prob- 
lems.“ “South Africa cannot continue to distance itself 


from its erstwhile ‘enemies’. 
NEW NATION 


Education ‘Important Site of Struggle’—“We have emerged 
from the decade of the eighties having secured significant 
victories and having learnt important lessons,” opines the 
5-11 January Johannesourg NEW NATION in English in a 
page 6 editorial. “The future will present us with a new set 
of conditions requiring new raodes of response. However, 
the future will also confront us with some of the old 
problems of the past and present, and we must develop new 
and vigorous responses.” The education crisis “is a typical 
example.” The recent matric test results “reveal the reality 
we have often expressed: that De Klerk’s government has 
not addressed the fundamental issues facing this country— 
such as black education. Reform is superficial because it 
aims only to deal with symptoms rather than the substance 
of our problems.” Although “the problems of education 
should not be sen in isolation from the numerous other 
dilemmas facing us,” “we need to focus on educaticn as an 
important site of struggle—emphasising the need for disct- 
plined accountable ction.” 
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CAPE TIMES 


Little Beach Violence—Despite the large crowds at the 
beaches over the New Year holidays, ‘there was hardly 
an inter-racial incident worth mentioning.”’ Cape 
Administrator Kobus Meiring commented that “it gave 
hope for the future,”” notes the Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 4 January in a page 6 ditorial. 


Economy Linked to World Opinion—‘‘One of the most 
encouraging aspects of the dawning of a new era for 
South Africa is the emphasis being placed on the resto- 
ration of the nation’s place in the world financial com- 
munity,’ declares a second editorial on the same page. 
“The economic fundamentals, to put it mildly, offer no 
miracles. Unless government can begin to convince 
international investors (read world opinion in general) 
that it means business on the fronts that matter— 
dismantling the state of emergency, unbanning the 
banned. releasing political prisoners, getting on with 
scrapping apartheid...we will be in a worse financial 
position to do so later.”’ Sound growth “‘can be achieved 
only through an accommodation of the legitimate aspi- 
rations of all South Africans.” 


8 Jan Press Review 
MBO801105590 


[Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR 


Unanswered Questions About Murder Squads— 
Johnnesburg SUNDAY STAR in English on 7 January 
declares in its page 12 editorial there are “just too many 
unanswered questions about the existence of official 
murder squads for anyone to rest easy; the apparent 
absence of progress is alarming.” ‘“‘Unrefuted, the 
slightest suspicion that people in real authority were 
aware of a killing programme—or even that they turned 
a blind eye to what they should have known—will leave 
an indelibe stain. It would be a tragedy if the encouraging 
reforms of President de Klerk should ever be overshad- 
owed by so sinister a cloud over his Government.” 
SUNDAY STAR calls for a “‘full-scale public judicial 


inquiry.” 


Black Claim to Land ‘Nonnegotiable’-—Jon Qwelane 
writes in his “Just Jon’’ column on page 15: ““To me the 
much-vaunted yet totally false notion of a co-ownership 
of our land is tantamount to saying the thief and the 
rightful owner have equal title to the stolen goods.” ““No 
South African government has ever recognised our right 
to self-determination in the land of our birth, except to 
allot us strips of unmanageable land where we could 
‘develop separately’ from the settlers and also from one 
another.”’ Therefore, “*my claim to our historical right to 
the ownership of our land is self-evident and non- 
negotiable. | believe the only real way to lasting peace in 
our country is to correct the basic wrong—by restoring 
the land to its rightful owners.” 
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SUNDAY TIMES 


Government Must Meet ANC ‘Precouditions’— 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 7 January 
in a page 16 editorial remerks that this week’s visit by 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha to Hungary has “all the 
makings of a New Frontier opening up for South Africa.” 
But “after the euphoria of new contacts has settled down, 
South Africa should still realise that its return to the 
world stage depends on its ability to forge a political 
settlement inside the country, acceptable to the majority 
of the people.’ Therefore, “the most important com- 
ment of Mr Botha on his return from Budapest was that 
the Government is now ready to remove the ‘obstacles to 
negotiations’ with important black groupings. These are 
code words for what the ANC [African National Con- 
gress] has thus far labelled ‘preconditions’—the release 
of Mr Nelson Mandela, the unbanning of the ANC and 
the lifting of the state of emergency.” 


THE STAR 


Inadequate Facilities at Open Beaches—‘‘It is no secret 
that open beaches were not a complete success, neither 
for the tourist trade nor for holidaymakers of whatever 
colour,’ declares Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 8 January in a page |2 editorial. ““Right-wingers are 
quick to blame the removal of apartheid, but that is 
specious.’ The “inadequacy of facilities to cope with so 
many people” was the “crux” of Durban’s beach prob- 
lems over the festive season. Therefore, the authorities 
need to spend on “upgraded facilities and on proper 
surveillance to see that criminal elements are dealt with 
and hygienic conditions enforced.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


RSA Socialists Back ‘Losing Horse’—A page 4 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 8 Jan- 
uary remarks that South African socialists ““who have 
enjoyed making a display of their contempt for the 
capitalist West—and for the Americans in particular— 
are now realising they backed the losing horse.” “The 
Soviet Union and its satellites, having themselves fol- 
lowed the course of failure to its sorry end, are now 
poorly placed to act as the sponsors of revolution. That, 
indeed, is what various Soviet spokesmen have been 
telling the ANC for some time. What the people of 
Eastern Europe need from [the Republic of] South Africa 
[RSA] is trade and technology, not some primitive brute 
to brandish an AK-47 in the name of universal revolu- 
tion. With Pik Botha in Budapest, the ANC—and espe- 
cially those of its members who belong also to the SA 
Communist Party—are out in the cold.” 


Black Sportsmen Aid Apartheid ‘Disintegration’-—A 
second editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY says 
the “strange thing about the people who demand 
‘normal’ sport in South Africa is that they refuse to play 
it. Barriers are no longer there except for those who insist 
on finding them so they can continue to jeer from the 
sidelines.” Blacks who “‘choose to compete are excelling 
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in many sports codes, and their success is contributing to 
the disintegration of apartheid.” 


De Klerk on Course To End White Rule—Henry Kenney, 
a lecturer in the Business Economics Department at the 
University of the Witwatersrand, observes on the same 
page that President de Klerk “is plainly set on a course 
which must end in the demise of white rule. Whether he 
is aware of this is not so plain. But invoking the tradi- 
tional Nationalist bottom line of continued white control 
has become a fantasy. We must conclude that current 
trends in South African society must within the next few 
decades bring an end to apartheid. Yet resistance to 
these trends is bound to become more bitter and intense 
ad defenders of the past realise their implications.” 


RAPPORT 


Good Intentions of Black Leaders Sought—The page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 7 
January says: ““The same voters who are now shouting 
hosanna for President de Klerk, can just as easily turn 
round and shout ‘crucify him’. That is why it is necessary 
for black leaders to show their good intentions. Unfor- 
tunately it increasingly appears black leaders do not have 
the the courzge to address radicals in their own ranks.” 
According to the RAPPORT opinion poll President de 
Klerk “enjoys the support of the majority of whites, but 
this power base depends on visible progress and a clear 
reduction of tension in the country. De Klerk can lose 
support for every step he takes in the direction of reform, 
if it is not balanced by positive steps from black ranks.” 


DIE BURGER 


Open Beaches ‘Hopeful’ Sign—Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 4 January in a page i4 
editorial notes that “‘the fact that South Africans, at the 
apex of the summer holidays, shared the country’s 
beaches peacefully and with greater tolerance, is a par- 
ticular hopeful sign for the future.” “The pattern of 
behavior portrayed by all South Africans with mutual 
tolerance and goodwill, will be taken further to create a 
climate of negotiations. Let the beaches navigate us to 
this goal.” 


BEELD 


Visit To Hungary ‘Breakthrough’—‘‘When, like South 
Africa, you are being squeezed by sanctions, it is logical 
to seek out new friends and markets. Hence the visit to 
Hungary by Minister Pik Botha,” notes an editorial on 
page 10 of the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 5 
January. “Even though diplomatic relations are not a 
certainty at this stage, the symbolism of Minister Botha’s 
visit is a very important breakthrough. African states 
and other antiapartheid groups who have for years been 
valued visitors to Eastern Europe will definitely not 
rejoice over this new bond of friendship established by 
Mr Botha. What will ruffle them in particular is the 
degree to which South Africa’s image overseas has 
improved. This is opening doors in places they never 
dreamed possible.” 
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9 Jan Press Review 
MB0901105890 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Open Beaches Not Total Success—“That some beaches 
were almost totally Black on New Year’s Day was not 
proof that beach integration had succeeded; quite the 
contrary,”’ observes the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 8 January. Whites were 
“driven away” from the beaches by the huge numbers of 
Blacks who took them over. THE CITIZEN refers to an 
incident when ‘ta mob of 1,000 kept a group of 
policemen at bay by pelting them with stones and bottles 
after they had arrested two men for fighting in the 
children’s paddling pool.” Since the beaches “cannot be 
closed now, they must at least be pleasant and safe 
enough for Blacks and Whites to enjoy them.” 


THE STAR 


Black Education ‘Crisis’ Contini.es—**For decades black 
education has been leaping from crisis to crisis,” points 
out Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 9 January in 
a page 14 editorial. “Blame has been apportioned fairly 
broadly, with government policy the main target. And 
yet, over all those years, little improvement has been 
achieved.” “Urgent, radical and revolutionary action is 
needed.” 


No Change in ANC Policy or Strategy—A second edito- 
rial on the same page remarks that the African National 
Congress (ANC) has, despite the South African Broad- 
casting Corporation interpretation, “not altered either 
policy or strategy and it has certainly not signalled from 
Harare an intention to increase violence. What the ANC 
has done is to hang on to its two classic (and currently 
only) weapons. They are its stance as a ‘liberation’ force 
and its power to mobilise international pressure. The 
rhetoric about ‘liberation by force’ will exist—on paper 
at any rate—so long as the Government's policy of 
suppression by force exists." THE STAR believes the 
“next move, quite clearly, has to be completed by the 
State President. He has already begun by releasing ANC 
prisoners and allowing meetings. The ANC has 
responded by showing moderation...despite pressure 
from extreme forces.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Blacks See Themselves as ‘Perpetual Victims’— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 9 January 
states in a page 4 editorial: ““The Big Lie of our time is 
that black South Africans have no alternative but to 
embark on the effort to overthrow white rule by violence, 
all other avenues having been closed to them. The 
corollary is, of course, that anything that may strengthen 
the state (like orderly production, or increasing wealth, 
or successful exports, or full employment, or tidy admin- 
istration) must be opposed tooth and claw in preparation 
for the ‘armed struggle’ that is to come.” BUSINESS 
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DAY says this thinking produced the “educational catas- 
trophe that has now overtaken the black townships.” 
“What black South Africans need now, in fact, is a new 
Steve Biko to tell them to stop thinking of themselves as 
perpetual victims.” 


ANC Must Repudiate Violence—The ANC has 
“responded constructively” to changing conditions, both 
in [the Republic of] South Africa [RSA] and farther 
afield and “careful exegesis may also discover shifts in its 
position on a command economy, a bill of rights, and 
perhaps even the use of violence,” observes a second 
editorial on the same page. Nevertheless, these shifts 
remain “‘so tentative and so ambivalently phrased as to 
cast the emphasis !n its anniversary message on to the 
vow to maintain the armed struggle, and on to the 
defiant refusal (whatever it may mean!) to be terrorised 
into negotiation.”’ But if the ANC is serious about 
negotiation it needs to “offer a suspension of armed 
struggle until negotiations begin, and a repudiation of 
violence so long as they continue. The time for bellicose 
noises is past.” 


U.S. ‘Would Rather Not Think’ About RSA—Simon 
Barber writes from Washington on the same page that 
the year 1990 ought to be the year in which the U.S. 
begins “rolling back its sanctions and comes firmly out 
in favour of the proposition that true democratisation in 
SA can come about only in circumstances of sustained 
economic growth.” “Unfortunately, 1990 will not be that 
year, nor will any other in the immediate future, because 
SA is a country the U.S. would rather not think or talk or 
act or spend about seriously. It is a place Jesse Jackson 
visits."” Referring to Jackson's forthcoming trip to South 
Africa Barber notes that it should be “regarded with 
polite indifference. Whatever legislative or policy agenda 
he returns with, he will not have had a road to Damascus 
epiphany on sanctions.” 


CITY PRESS 


State To ‘Blame’ for Black Education Crisis— 
Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 7 January in a 
page 10 editorial comments on the “education crisis 
meeting” in Soweto, saying “teachers will blame stu- 
dents for not working hard enough and vice versa, and 
parents will also take the blame for allowing our educa- 
tion structures to collapse.’ CITY PRESS believes the 
Department of Education and Training “must take full 
blame for the state of our education. It is the govern- 
ment’s duty to finance the education of its citizens. After 
all, we all pay tax.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Botha’s Hungarian Visit Envisages Reform in RSA— 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha’s visit to Hungary “must 
also speak volumes about prospects for change at home,” 
declares a page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 5 January. “It is inconceivable that the 
charismatic Mr Botha would be accorded, or for that 
matter participate in, a red-carpet breakthrough with the 
Hungarians if a genuine attempt at significant reform 
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was not envisaged for South Africa.” Cooperation in 
fields as diverse as “tourism, mining, banking and man- 
u/octuring have been mooted and while it is still early 
days, deals that hold benefits for all concerned have a 
habit of reaching fruition.” 


TRANSVALER 


Hungarian Visit To Lead to Wider Contacts—**Minister 
Pik Botha’s surprise visit to Hungary is firm evidence of 
how South Africa has managed to exploit new opportu- 
nities and escape the isolation net,” says Johannesburg 
TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 5 January in a page 6 
editorial. ““There is too much to gain from better rela- 
tions for both countries, and it can also lead to wider 
contacts with all of Eastern Europe.” 


DIE BURGER 


RSA Interests ‘First’ in Contacts With Hungary—Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 5 January notes in 
a page 10 editorial that Hungary “receives Minister 
Botha clearly with an eye on trade and possibly other 
relations. The fact that South Africa is terested in such 
ties with a former communist country is nothing unfa- 
miliar. It once again demonstrates that South Africa 
places South African interests first in such matters.” 


BEELD 


“One does not want to sound too skeptical beforehand 
that U.S. Congressman Howard Wolpe is in South Africa 
with an ‘open mind’ to ‘see and learn,’ but the experience 
with U.S. sanctioneers has taught that their trips here 
never bring any good to the country,”’ remarks a page 8 
editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 8 
January. “*Normally they come to seek grist for their mill, 
and see and learn selectively in order to confirm their 
preconceived ideas. Ideas with which they can score 
political points at home.” Therefore, “Mr Wolpe, you 
are welcome to see and learn but examine your own 
conscience, and forgive us if we are not to hopeful.” 


10 Jan Press Review 
MB1001102790 


{Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Mandela Best Facilitator of Government-ANC Talks— 
The government is trying to get the African National 
Congress (ANC) to participate in the negotiations 
““game,”’ declares the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 9 January. “Who better to 
be a facilitator of Government-ANC talks than Mandela, 
who already talks to Cabinet Ministers and the State 
President? Whether all this will impress the Wolpes and 
the Jesse Jacksons is doubtful, since their minds are set 
and nothing will convince them that big things are 
happening.” South Africans “‘are aware” of the dramatic 
turn of events in the country, but not everyone “accepts 
the changes and the direction being taken” by State 
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President F.W. de Klerk. “If the outside world had any 
sense, it would get off Mr de Klerk’s back, for the 
political risks he is taking are great, though the ultimate 
reward—the creation of a new South Africa—-is stupen- 
dous.” 


THE STAR 


Mandela Release Demands End to Emergency—F.W. de 
Klerk faces another test: “to create conditions in which a 
free Mandela can operate,” states Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 10 January in a page 10 editorial. 
F.W. de Klerk has created a “promising atmosphere” for 
reform but Nelson Mandela's “impending release 
(hinted at by his wife; expected in political circles) 
demands more.” THE STAR believes the South African 
Government has had “time enough to consider a strategy 
that will both get rid of a painful thorn in its side and, we 
hope, contribute powerfully to a peaceful resolution.” 
THE STAR also points out top ANC spokesmen made 
statements “setting out vital aspects of policy affecting 
South Africa's future,” but the spokesmen are banned 
under the Internal Security Act and may not be quoted. 
Meanwhile, the South African Broadcasting Corporation 
“demands that the ANC clarify its policy! It is ludicrous 
and dangerous. If there is to be real political negotiation, 
that situation cannot continue. The emergency must go.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Negotiations ‘Uncertainty'—Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 10 January says in a page 6 editorial 
there is hardly any question Mandela’s release is 
“intended by President de Klerk to be a prelude to 
negotiations,” but “beyond that, uncertainty reigns.” 
Neither the “forum for negotiation nor the format has 
been settled.” “Moreover, the leadership of the ANC 
itself is in question, with Oliver Tambo apparently 
incapacitated by illness, a power struggle looming 
between the exiled leaders, and Nelson Mandela's status 
in question. The relationship between the ANC and the 
mass democratic movement is uncertain but displays 
some signs of tension, and the trade union leaders 
already demonstrate the capacity—given only to those 
whose power base is .ecure—to act independently.” On 
government's side there is “little more certainty,” since 
the National Party’s “preconditions remain obscured by 
the coy insistence that there are no preconditions.” 
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SOWETAN 


Transportation Group, Strikers Far From Solution— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 10 January in its 
page 6 editorial says a sign that the South African Transport 
Services (SATS) and the South African Railway and Harbor 
Workers Union “are still far from a solution was SATS 
continuing to dismiss strikers—54 on Monday [8 January] 
to bring the total to 22,461. This at a time when the union 
is still discussing the SATS proposal to re-employ a per- 
centage of the dismissed workers and to compensate the rest 
at the discretion of an arbitrator.” 


BEELD 


ANC ‘Options’ Decrease—*Although it is no surprise, 
the ANC’s greaicr emphasis on negotiation rather than 
on violence in order to reach a settlement, is welcomed,” 
remarks a page 14 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD 9 
January in Afrikaans. ““What is not realized every day is 
how much stronger President F.W. de Klerk has made 
the country within a few months. In many capital cities 
where the ANC has support the South African Govern- 
ment is received more readily. Hence the ANC’s sudden 
desire to have ‘the same freedom as the National Party to 
Participate in politics’. As soon as it commits itself to 
nonviolent methods it can be taken seriously. Mean- 
while, its options are decreasing.” 


DIE BURGER 


Time Ripe for ANC To Engage in ‘Normal Political Behav- 
ior’—Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 8 January 
remarks in a page 8 editorial there is an “accelerating 
movement toward the lifting of existing restrictions on 
organizations such as the ANC and PAC [Pan-Afvicanist 
Congress].” “A standing ANC reproach—which is repeated 
in its Harare message—is that it does not have the poliiical 
freedom the National Party enjoys. It can be argued this ban 
has already been lifted, de facto, by for example allowing Mr 
Walter Sisulu and other released security prisoners to 
address a rally in Soweto. The ANC uses this reproach to 
justify its continued violence and terrorism (which has 
nevertheless decreased of late). Therefore, “the cumulative 
pressure on movements such as the ANC—to negotiate 
peacefully as well as to modernize ideologically—makes the 
time riper than ever to compel them to engage in normal 
political behavior.” 
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Angola 


Mobutu’s Absence Delays Luanda Summit 


LD090 1203390 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] In Luanda, the summit due to be held tomorrow 
in a bid to resolve the Angolan conflict was postponed 
due to the unavailability of President Mobutu Sese Seko 
of Zaire. Our reporter, Antonio Lazaro, heard in Luanda 
that the Zairean president is facing unrest in his country. 
He has not been able to confirm reports of an attempt on 
Mobutu’s life. It appears that Mobutu is in a safe place 
despite the wave of protest sweeping Zaire. In Luanda, 
our colleague has been striving to learn more about the 
true reasons for the postponment of the summit, but he 
finds himself facing a veritable wall. Is that not so, 
Antonio Lazaro? 


[Lazaro] Exactly so, a veritable wall of silence surrounds 
the government here, and the few officials who will talk 
resort to a cryptic language that is not every easy to 
understand. All that is known, or surmized, is that the 
Luanda Government, and particularly its president, is 
believed not to be very happy with the attitude of 
Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire, who—as is known—acts as 
mediator in the Group of Eight. 


The Group’s coordinator, Kenneth Kaunda, is now 
trying to liase with his colleagues with a view to resched- 
uling the summit for sometime within a matter of days, 
but I also have been told that this is unlikely to be a 
viable proposition. 


I think there are ground for concluding that the reason 
behind all of this was Mobutu’s emphatic no to the 
proposals put forward by President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos. The atmosphere between the two statesmen does 
not appear to be at its best. 


PANA Reports Soviet Envoy’s Remarks on Angola 


EA0901212490 Dakar PANA in English 1705 GMT 
9 Jan 90 


[Text] Luanda, 9 Jan (ANGOP/PANA)—The Soviet 
ambassador in Angola, Viadimir Kazimirov, on Tuesday 
[9 Janu” -v] in Luanda said that “there are no Soviets in 
any cr ~/ ‘t zones in Angola”. 


Kazimirov was responding to UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] allegations that 
Soviet troops and Portuguese mercenaries are fighting 
side by side with the Angolan Armed Forces (FAPLA) 
[People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] in 
southern Angola. 


He, however, told ANGOP that it is no “secret that in 
Angola, there are Soviet military specialists.” 


Speaking on reports by some Western mass media about 
the presence of Soviet troops in southern Angola, 
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Kazimirov regretted that these news agencies never get 
their information from reliable sources. 


The French news agency recently reported that four 
Soviet military specialists were injured while fighting in 
southern Angola. 


Luanda Bomb Blast Injures Three 9 Jan 


MB1001063290 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 10 Jan 90 


[Text] An explosive device detonated yesterday on the 
ground floor of the building housing the criminal inves- 
ligation department in the Luanda’s (?city center), seri- 
ously injuring three people and damaging four vehicles. 
The explosion affected the surroundings within a 50- 
meter radius and partially destroyed the building’s steps, 
where the device had been planted. The blast also broke 
the windows of nearby buildings, including the Anibal de 
Melo press center. 


A police source at the scene of the explosion could 
neither describe the strength of the explosive device nor 
give an account of material losses. 


This is the second explosion in Luanda in less than a 
month. 


Comoros 


Diplomatic Status Granted to South Africa 


MB0701120690 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 7 Jan 90 


[Text] A spokesman for the Department of Foreign 
Affairs in Pretoria has confirmed that President Said 
Mohamed Djohar of the Comoros has recognized the 
South African trade representative on the island as an 
executor. 


Our political staff reports that it means that trade 
representative Marco Borni will act as consul. The 
spokesman was reacting in Pretoria to an inquiry about 
a report that South Africa had been granted diplomatic 
Status. 


Mr Djohar is the interim head oi state on this Indian 
Ocean island, following the coup attempt in which 
President Ahmed Abdallah was assassinated last month. 
South Africa helped to persuade the French mercenary 
leader Bob Denard to leave the island. 


Malawi 


Minister Departs for ‘Official’ U.S. Visit 
MB0701134990 Blantyre Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 6 Jan 90 


[Text] The minister without portfolio and administra- 
tive secretary of the party, Honorable Maxwell Pashane, 
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left the country this evening for a 3-week official visit to 
the United States of America. 


Speaking to newsmen before departure in Lilongwe, 
Honorable Pashane said while in the United States he 
would observe the political system of the American 
Government and its decision-making process. Honor- 
able Pashane said he would also meet and exchange 
views and ideas with government officials, politicians, 
and other authorities in the private and public sectors of 
American life. He said the visit was at the invitation of 
the American Government and exemplifies the close 
bilateral ties between the two countries. 


* South African Minister Visits President 


34000097B Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
2 Nov 89p 1 


[Text] The South African Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Leon Wessels, has said the policy of contact 
and dialogue has contributed to positive developments 
in Southern Africa. 


Mr Wessels was speaking to reporters yesterday after 
paying a courtesy call on His Excellency the Life Presi- 
dent, Ngwazi Dr H. Kamuzu Banda, at Sanjika Palace in 
Blantyre. 


He said the Life President’s policy of contact and dia- 
logue and the stance he has taken on it, as well as his visit 
to South Africa, are being emulated by other leaders in 
the region in resolving issues. 


“The Ngwazi and Malawians have been bridge builders 
in this respect,” Mr Wessels said. 


On his au<ience with the Life President, Mr Wessels said 
he had informed the Ngwazi about the recent develop- 
ments in South Africa. 


He said he had told the Life President that a positive 
climate conducive for negotiations is predominant at the 
moment in South Africa. 


He also conveyed to the Ngwazi best wishes from the 
South African President, Mr F. W. de Klerk. 


* FRG Funds To Provide Ship, Turbine 


34000097A Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
10 Nov 89 p 1 


[Text] Malawi is to receive approximately K 53.7 million 
(35.5 million deutsche marks) from the Federal Republic 
of Germany for the purchase of a Northern Corridor 
Transport Programme container vessel and for funding 
work on the third phase of Nkula Falls B Hydro-Electric 
Power Station on the Shire River. 


Two financial co-operation agreements for the aid were 
signed yesterday at a ceremony held at the headquarters 
of the Ministry of Finance in Lilongwe. 
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The Minister of Finance, Hon Louis Chimango, signed 
on behalf of the Malawi Government and the West 
German Ambassador to Malawi, Dr Wilfried Rupprecht, 
signed on behalf of his government. 


A statement issued by the Treasury at the Ceremony 
states that approximately K18.9 million (12.5 million 
deutsche marks) will be used for purchasing the con- 
tainer vessel while approximately K34.8 million (23 
million deutsche marks) will go to the third phase of the 
Nkula B Hydro-Electric Power Station. 


Speaking at the ceremony, Hon Chimango thanked the 
West German Government for its continued financial 
assistance to Malawi's development efforts. 


Through the Nkula Falls B Phase Three Hydro-Electric 
Power Station, he explained, a twenty megawatt turbine/ 
alternator will be installed at Nkula, completing the final 
phase of the station and bringing the total capacity of the 
Station to one hundred megawatts. 


He said the Northern Corridor Transport Programme 
container vessel will contribute to the opening up of the 
Northern Corridor transit route and increase the flow of 
containerised cargo traffic between Chilumba and 
Chipoka on Lake Malawi on the lake service of the 
Northern Corridor. 


Hon Chimango commended the West German Govern- 
ment for taking the lead in financially supporting the 
Northern Corridor Transport Programme. 


He cited the Salima-Benga Road, the Dwangwa-Nkhata 
Bay Road, trucks for international haulage for Malaw- 
ians, cargo depots of Mbeya and Dar-es-Salaam in Tan- 
zania as some of the areas which have received West 
German funding in the Northern Corridor Programme. 


In his remarks, the West German Ambassador said the 
container vessel, to be on Lake Malawi early 1991, is an 
important element of the Northern Corridor programme 
designed to help reduce Malawi's present high costs of 
transporting her imports and exports. 


Dr Rupprecht said the turbine/alternator to be installed 
at Nkula B Hydro-Electric Power station will ensure 
more electricity for Malawi and will enable the govern- 
ment to extend the electricity to more rural areas. 


* Malawi Railways Annual Earnings Decline 


34000097C Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
7 Nov 89 p6 


[Excerpt] The Minister Without Portfolio, Hon Maxwell 
Pashane, last week presented to Parliament reports on 
various statutory bodies on behalf of the Life President. 


Presenting a report on the Malawi Railways Limited 
group audited accounts for the year ended 31st March, 
1988, Hon Pashane told the House that the activities of 
the company were principally the commercial transpor- 
tation of freigat and passengers by rail and water. 
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He said the traditional international rail routes of Beira 
and Nacala remained closed during 1987/88, thus con- 
tinuing to severely limit the company’s import and 
export freight traffic. 


“Turnover for the year amounted to K23,260,0000 a 
decrease of 5 percent from the previous year. This 
decrease in revenue was attributable to the decline in the 
number of tonnages carried during the year,” he noted. 


He told the House that the total tonnage carried during 
the 1987/88 year was 44,000 tonnes, of which 15,000 
tonnes were by rail and 29,000 were by lake, whilst in 
1986/87 594,000 tonnes were carried, being 550,000 by 
rail and 44,000 by lake. 


The minister told the House that rail traffic tonnages 
declined 24 percent over the previous year, mainly due 
to less agricultural commodities being offered for trans- 
portation. 


He added that the total revenue earned by all rail 
operations was K20,063,000 and operating expenses 
before depreciation and finance charges were 
K22,067,000, resulting in an operating loss of 
K2,004,000. 


Hon Pashane said that total revenue earned by lake 
service operations was K3,197,000 compared with 
K3,401,000 in the previous year. Operating expenses 
increased to K4,043,000 and the operating deficit before 
depreciation, was K846,000, he said. 


“The group operating deficit before depreciation was 
K2,580,000 where as the overall loss for the year was 
K5,712,000. This being K2,887,000 worse than the 
previous year,” he observed. 


The minister told the House that the principal reasons 
for this deterioration were a reduction in revenue of 
K 1 221,000 together with a K2,835,000 increase in oper- 
ating costs, partly offset by sundry income and other 
adjustments. [passage omitted] 


Manritius 


* Government Forbids Prodemocracy March 


90EFO115A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
6 Dec 89 pp 1, 7 


, Unattributed article: ““The Government Forbids a Pro- 
democracy Demonstration’. first paragraph is LE 
MAURICIEN introduction; passages within slantlines 
published in English} 


[Text] The Mauritian Government has banned a 
peaceful demonstration that was to take place at Quatre- 
Bornes on Saturday at the same time as the ones that will 
be held in several cities in France, at Reunion, and 
Madagascar, on the initiative of the partisans for democ- 
racy of the Comoros Islands. 
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The request for authorization of the demonstration was 
presented by the MMM [Mauritian Militant Movement] 
that then entrusted its organization to the Committee for 
Democratic Rights, an apolitical organization. The 
MMM secretary general had invited the trade union 
organizations and political parties, including the MSM, 
{Mauritius Socialist Movement] the MTD, [Mauritius 
Workers Movement] OPR, [Organization of the Rod- 
rigues People] UDM, [Mauritius Democratic Union] 
OMT/FNAS, [Workers Militant Organization/National 
Anti-Sufferance Front] and the FMP [Progressive Mili- 
tant Force], to participate. 


The MMM request was transmitted in a letter by Mr 
Berenger, dated 4 December, to the police commis- 
sioner, Mr Bhimsen Kowlessur. The MMM secretary 
general explained that his party would “/demonstrate 
peacefully along the road in front of the Indian Ocean 
Commission [COI] headquarters./” 


According to our information, in Mauritius and else- 
where, the MMM is in constant contact with the 
Comoran democratic forces in Moroni and Paris and St. 
Denis, as well as with certain well-placed official circles 
in France and in the region. The MMM had no intention 
whatsoever to demonstrate against the COI, of which 
this party is one of the principal initiators, but to 
encourage all the democratic Mauritian forces to partic- 
ipate in the international movement against the merce- 
naries. Party leaders were surprised by the attitude the 
government expressed yesterday in Parliament, and by 
the refusal of SAJ [Sir Anerood Jugnauth] to authorize 
the pacific prodemocracy demonstration planned at 
Quatre-Bornes for the same time as the ones planned for 
Saturday afternoon in France and in the region. 


The government response to the proposed demonstration 
was short and harsh: “/I am to advise that in virtue of 
Section 9(1) of the Public Order Act, 1970, I hereby prohibit 
the holding of the abovementioned public gathering,/” ws 
what Mr Kowlessur wrote in a letter dated 5 December. 


It will be reca!led that the prodemocracy movement has 
already demonstrated at Comoros, attacking the merce- 
nary, Bob Denard, while awaiting the demonstrations 
planned for Saturday in France, at Reunion, (where a 
large Comoran community lives) and at Madagascar. 
The OAU, as well as Paris and Pretoria, have already 
condemned the mercenaries. Important developments 
are awaited in the days to come, but Port Louis chose to 
wait and see and to exercise “‘prudence.”’ SAJ was even 
of the opinion yesterday in Parliament that Bob Denard 
is a Comoran like the others, but, nevertheless, consid- 
ered that “the situation is dangerous at Moroni.” 


* Free Trade Zone Gets Tax Break To Modernize 


Q9OEFO1ISB Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
4 Dec 89 pp I, 16 


Article by Leon Baya: ““Free Trade Zone Interest Rates 
Reduced by 30 Percent”; first paragraph is LE MAU- 
RICIEN introduction] 
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[Text] Free trade zone firms having plans for modern- 
ization will be able to obtain [World] Development Bank 
[WDB] loans at interest rates at least 30 percent lower 
than those charged by commercial banks. 


That is what Mr Clarel Malherbe, minister of industry, 
recently announced to a delegation from the Mauritius 
Export Processing Zone Association (MEPZA). 
According to Mr Malherbe, loans contracted that draw 
on the line of special credits, amounting to 200 million 
Mau Rs, opened by the WDB will be charged 11 percent 
interest. The rates in effect on mid-term loans at com- 
mercial banks is from 16 to 17 percent, afier the 27- 
percent increase of a little more than a month ago. 


This decision was greeted with satisfaction by the 
MEPZA president, Mr Ariff Currimjee, who, neverthe- 
less, pointed out that the association had to wait several 
months before the government policy in the matter at 
hand was clarified. 


Mr Currimjee expressed the concern of entrepreneurs in 
the Free Trade Zone after the last increase in interest 
rates, a measure which, he explained, forced a good 
number of companies to freeze their investment plans. 


The MEPZA president believes fixing a rate of 11 
percent for the special WDB loans will facilitate imple- 
menting new modernization plans. However, his con- 
cern over the lowering of competitiveness of the Free 
Trade Zone, has not, despite this. ' en dissipated. “All 
costs have increased and I fear the entrepreneurs will 
refuse to invest in modernization of equipment.” Mr 
Currimjee applauds the initiative of Floreal Knitwear, 
which had machines with the latesi technology installed. 
Mr Currimjee, who manages a big company in the Free 
Trade Zone, the Bonair Group, emphasized that mod- 
ernization in the hosiery sector has started, but that a 
great deal remains to be done. Between 60 and 70 
percent of the knitting is still done on manually operated 
machines. 


Equipment modernization should be accompanied by 
worker training. Technicians are needed to maintain 
these machines and designers. ““A whole organization 
must be set up,”” Mr Currimjee said. 


Furthermore, according to the latest official statistics, in 
September 1989, the Free Trade Zone had 564 enter- 
prises with a labor force of 89,669. It is also estimated 
that the value of exports would reach 9.5 billion Rs while 
imports will cost 7 billion Rs. 


* New Commissioner of Prisons Reported 


90EF0090A Port Louis THE SUN in French 
9 Nov 89 p § 


[Passages within slantlines published in English] 


[Text] Amulya Kumar Deepak Rao Bhookun has been 
named prison commissioner replacing the late Roddy 
Lutchmaya. 
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Bhookun, 39, served as /deputy commissioner of pris- 
ons/ before being promoted to the rank of commissioner 
by the /Police Service Commission/ on Monday. 


During his career, Bhookun occupied various Civil Ser- 
vice posts. From May to July of 1970, he served in the 
/Public Assistant Office/, a post that he relinquished to 
work as /cadet under training/ in the Customs Depart- 
ment. 


From January 1971 to September 1976, Bhookun served 
as /customs and excise officer, grade II/. 


From September 1976 to March 1977, he worked in the 
Tax Department as /trainee inspector of taxes/. 


Bhookun first joined the Department of Prisons and 
Correctional Institutions as /senior officer cadet/ on 23 
March 1977. 


He was later promoted to different posts, to wit, / 
assistant superintendant of prisons, superintendent of 
prisons, senior superintendant of prisons, assistant com- 
missioner of prisons, deputy commissioner of prisons/, 
and now commissioner of prisons. 


Bhookun holds a /School Certificate/ and the /Higher 
School Certificate/. The commissioner of prisons also 
completed several training courses and programs: in 
particular, an /Advanced Prison Management Develop- 
ment Course/ in Great Britain; a seminar at the Interna- 
tional Center of Sociological /Penal and Penitentiary 
Research and Studies/ at the University of Messina, 
Italy; a training program on Training in Correctional 
Education in France; a seminar for heads of penal 
departments of African countries; and a training pro- 
gram called the /Senior Management Program/ orga- 
nized by /British Technical Cooperation/ ix / 
Manchester/. 


Bhookun is married and has two children. 


* MTS President Fired, Replacement Named 


90EF0090B Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT 
in French i2 Nov 89 p 20 


[Passages within slantlines published in English] 


[Text] Daby Locknath Seesaram has been fired from his 
post as president of the Mauritius /Telecommunications 
Service/ (MTS). His replacement is Benoit Arouff, a 
high-level /Food and Allied Industries/ official and pres- 
ident of MEDIA [Mauritius Export Development and 
Investment Authority]. The firing stemmed from recom- 
mendations contained in a document drafted by a high- 
level official in the prime minister's office. Based on that 
report, Seesaram is also likely to be removed in the near 
future from his post as chairman of the OTS. 


At a dinner organized in connection with the official 
launching of the mobile telephone system EMTEL last 
week, Sir Aneerood Jugnauth announced that “certain 
major changes”’ would soon be made in the Mauritius 
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/Telecommunications Services/ (MTS). Seesaram s 
removal from the post of president 's precisely one of the 
“major changes” recommended, changes that will take 
effect on 1 December 1989. 


Benoit Arouff, already one of the company’s executive 
directors, will replace Seesaram in the MTS. LE NOU- 
VEAU MILITANT tried unsuccessfully until late yes- 
terday to get comments from Seesaram. 


In addition to Seesaram’s removal, ““the major changes” 
would, according to one high-level official, result in “a 
new approach and orientation” of the two communica- 
tions networks in Mauritius. The changes, contained in a 
document submitted to the prime minister, are aimed at 
achieving greater transparency in the management of the 
two organizations. 


Other authorized sources indicate that these decisions 
became a “must” because of the absence of any policy 
encouraging improved efficiency and productivity. 
When questioned about the reaction of MTS employees 
to the firing, the same sources revealed that the decision 
was very well-accepted because employees had long 
deplored the lack of coordination and dialogue between 
the administration, the board of directors, and the per- 
sonnel of MTS. “The situation of a monopoly of power 
exercised by the former MTS president is also related to 
it,” high-level government officials say. 


* London Rejects Further Talks With Islanders 


9OEFOO090C Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
4 Nov 89 pp 1, 8 


{Article by Raj Gowrea; passages within slantlines pub- 
lished in English] 


{Text} The British Government has rejected a request 
from the community of islanders to resume discussions 
in London with that country’s officials. In a message 
addressed to the representatives of islanders uprooted 
from the Diego Garcia Archipelago, the British Govern- 
ment, speaking through its Foreign Office in Floreal, 
emphasized it is futile, under the current circumstances, 
to organize “*/any further meeting with representatives of 
Her Majesty’s Government in London./” The letter, 
signed by E. Howell, British high commissioner on 
Mauritius, also reaffirms British sovereignty over the 
/British Indian Ocean Territory/, while emphasizing that 
the government did not lease the Chagos islands to the 
United States. 


The position of the British Government as defined in the 
letter received yesterday morning by a representative of 
the islanders’ community, Eddy Michel, comes on the 
heels of a meeting held by the community with the 
commissioner heading the /British Indian Ocean Terri- 
tory/, Richar Dedis. The letter refers to work done by the 
people of Chagos in conne th the cocoa palm crop 
and states that “/most « ame from Mauritius 
[and] were resettled in Ma vhen those plantations 
ceased to operate/.” 
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The letter also mentions the reintegration program that 
was requested “/with the consent of those involved with 
the corporation [as published] of Mauritius authorities/ 
.” and goes on to emphasize that tie amount of compen- 
sation granted to the community of islanders totaled 
over 4 million pounds sterling. 


The official document of the British high commission 
restates its position on geopolitical jurisdiction over the 
Chagos Archipelago. It goes on to state: “/Her Majesty's 
Government retains full sovereignty over what is now 
the British Indian Ocean Territory and has not leased the 
islands to the United States. Under the terms of the 1966 
exchange of notes between Her Majesty’s Government 
and the Government of the United States, the whole of 
the British Indian Ocean Territory is, however, reserved 
for UK/U.S. defense purposes/.” 


After making this observation, the British high commis- 
sioner maintains that under such circumstances, new 
discussions between the island community and the 
British Government “/will serve no useful purpose/.” 


Yesterday morning, the leader of the Socialist Workers 
Front (FTS), Sylvio Michel, spoke at length of the 
“ambiguity” surrounding the matter of British sover- 
eignty over the Chagos islands. ““We must eliminate that 
ambiguity at any cost, and it is essential for the Mauri- 
tian Government to demand clearly and distinctly rec- 
ognition of its sovereignty over the islands, rather than 
pay mere lipservice to it,” Michel emphasized. 


* Singapore Assists at 3-Day Economic Seminar 
90EF0090D Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
24 Oct 89p 1 


{Article by Jacques David; passages within slantlines 
published in English] 


[Text] Professional and technical training remains one of 
the most important aspects of the new strategy designed 
by the government to promote the new phase of indus- 
trial development in a cruising economy in Mauritius. 
Such was the gist of the message delivered this morning 
by Dr Beergoonath Ghurburrun, minister of /economic 
planning/ and development, before the opening session 
of the first 3-day seminar of the /Industrial end Voca- 
tional Training Council/ (IVTB) in Meridien, attended 
by two Singapore experts, Young Pak Nang and Ng Ah 
Seng, whose services were loaned by the Singapore 
Government. “/Our main aim is to learn from rather 
than copy the Singapore model/,” the planning minister 
emphasized. 


Tracing the history and placing the importance of the 
/Industrial and Vocational Training Council [IVTB}/ in 
its real context, that of the planning, organization, and 
establishment of technical and professional training, 
1VTB committee chairman Ghurburrun stressed that the 
board is for the first time responsible for coordinating 
and mobilizing human resources in order to give more 
coherence and flexibility to our training system. The 
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coherence of the system depends on the use of human 
resources in the ieast costly manner so as to achieve the 
objectives set for the needs of the strategy of national 
development. Likewise, flexibility is needed in order to 
adapt to t hnoiogical changes, changes coming about in 
the economic structure depending on the demand of the 
markets and production. The minister added that a 
creative spirit is also required and remains an essential 
element in Mauritius so as to help a country that has 
embarked on a new phase of development. 


That is why, Ghurburrun said, “It «ss time to restore 
professional and technical training’s credentials.” One 
must no longer believe that a person leaving the Flacq 
Polytechnical School with a degree is less deserving than 
a student obtaining his /Higher School Certificate/. 
“Attitudes are fortunately changing in Mauritius and for 
the good of all. Pressure placed on the demand for skilled 
labor requires industries to offer more in terms of wages, 
and market laws are gradually providing a reward for 
those who have good technical and industrial training,” 
the minister said. 


Henceforth, the /Industrial and Vocational Board/ and 
the Mauritius Examination Syndicate will play an 
important role in Mauritian life, and they will be called 
on to give their support to a “national system of trade 
testing.” The institutions will, henceforth, give 
employers suitable information and play a psychological 
role in our society, afflicted by the “*/diploma disease/.” 
/The trade certificates will also provide an avenue for 
older workers to be retained, thus ensuring their mobility 
in the job market/.* 


Mauritius, which cannot escape the effects of technolog- 
ical change or changes in markets and organizations, 
must set up the proper infrastructures for training, which 
will not only be used for young people entering the labor 
market, but also for the labor force already existing at the 
upper and lower levels. 


The planning minister, who recalled that the IVTB is a 
“joint venture” of the government and private sector, 
also asked for a national effort to achieve goals, adding 
that at all echelons of industry in Mauritius, planners 
must think it is absolutely essential for training to be 
included in the development program. *‘/It is important 
for them to realize tha: a major factor in the success of 
any entreprise lies in the people who work in it. Invest- 
ment in those people is paramount to survival, profit- 
ability, and future prosperity/.”. Every enterprise must 
proceed to analyze its needs and competencies in or4 ur 
to remedy the situation, and this can be done with the 
cooperation of the Industrial and Vocational Council,“ 
Ghurburrun concluded. 


* Widespread Campaign Against PM Promised 


QOEF0!43C Port Louis WEEK-END in French 
26 Nov 89 p 4 


[Article: “Widespread Demonstrations Starting in Janu- 
ary”, passage within slantlines published in English] 
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[Text] Starting in January 1990 the PMSD [Mauritian 
Social Democratic Party] will start to step up the pres- 
sure in its struggle against Prime Minister Sir Anerood 
Jugnauth’s abuses of authority, said Sir Gaetan Duval on 
Friday. Duval, the leader of the PMSD, made the 
announcement at a party meeting held at Place Pierre 
Renaud in Beau-Bassin. “We are going to hold the kind 
of widespread demonstrations nobody else can,” said Sir 
Gaetan before a crowd estimated at 2,000 people. 


“We must fight against dictatorship, no matter what the 
cost,” said the PMSD leader, who no longer believes that 
the official opposition, the MMM [Mauritian Militant 
Movement], can be trusted. According to Duval, the 
MMM will end up merging with Jugnauth’s MSM [ Mau- 
ritius Socialist Movement]. The authentic opposition, he 
said, is represented in parliament and in the streets by 
the PMSD, and outside of parliament by Harish Bood- 
hoo’s PSM [Mauritian Socialist Party]. 


In accordance with this view of the situation, he urged a 
realignment of forces between the PT [Labor Party], the 
PMSD, the PSM and the FTS [Socialist Workers Front} 
to ensure that the next elections produce a “friendly” 
government which—unlike the current one—would rule 
the country with respect for democracy and people's 
rights. 


According to Duval, the regime’s abuses, beginning with 
his own arbitrary arrest at Plaisance Airport, have 
become evident to everyone now that the Jugnauth 
government has decided to saddle the people with an 
excessive and unjustified TV license fee of 75 rupees, a 
400-percent increase over the current cost. The govern- 
ment, in a liberal society such as ours, should have 
accepted the French Government's offer to install relays 
on Mauritius free of charge to let people who prefer to 
watch European-language television receive the signals 
broadcast by Reunion TV, the PMSD leader said, adding 
that this would have allowed the existing national net- 
work to increase the time allotted for news and broad- 
casts in Oriental languages. The offer was rejected. 


“They force us to watch Jugnauth cutt'~g ribbons and 
Ramjuttun handing out baby bunting,” s iid the PMSD 
leader. “Similarly, the government rejected cable televi- 
sion, which would have given Mauritians a window to 
the rest of the world. A liberal society needs that. Put 
what do we hear? Phrases like ‘cultural imperialism,’ 
which make no sense.” 


What is happening today in the television sector could 
happen tomorrow in other sectors such as the cinema, he 
said. 


According to Duval, Jugnauth’s abuse of authority was 
also shown by his cancellation of the international racing 
day, an event in which world-renowned jockeys were to 
participate. The cancellation came only 2 days before the 
scheduled event, after the MTC [expansion unknown] 
had already run up huge expenses to pay for the travel of 
those fine jockeys whose racing would have been such a 
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treat for 75 percent of the population, including people 
who don’t play the horses but, nevertheless, love the 


sport. 


The reason given by the prime minister for canceling 
/International Jockeys Day/ was that the government 
had not been given enough warning that the date for the 
event had been moved up a week. Altogether, Sir Gaetan 
said, the government had been informed a month in 
advance. Duval argued heatedly that in a free country 
the citizens should be allowed to attend whatever 
sporting events they choose. 


* Opposition to Indian Ocean Peace Zone Noted 


9OEFO116A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
5 Dec 89 pp 1, 12 


[Unsigned article: “Indian Ocean Peace Zone: A Pilot 
Study Approved by the United Nations”; first sentence 
is LE MAURICIEN introduction; passages within slant- 
lines published in English] 


[Text] France, Great Britain, the U!nited States, and 
Japan are opposed to it. 


On Friday the United Nations political and security 
committee [First Committee] approved a resolution 
requ >sting the General Assembly to declare that the great 
powers’ permanent military presence in the Indian 
Ocean has given rise to an urgent need for creating a 
peace zone. The resolution also calls on the General 
Assembly to renew the mandate of the “Indian Ocean 
Committee.” The latter should complete preparations as 
soon as possible for holding a two-day Colombo Confer- 
ence next year on the Indian Ocean. This resolution was 
approved by 112 votes against 4. France, Japan, Great 
Britain, and the United States voted against it. Fourteen 
countries abstained. 


The French representative justified his position on the 
grounds that France rejects an affirmation that the 
region’s problems are connected with the great powers’ 
military presence. 


For its part, the United States affirmed that the resolu- 
tion was based on “/the obsolete notion of a Great 
Powers confrontation in an age of increased great-power 
co-operation./” 


Great Britain stated that the UN declaration [text 
missing: concerning an Indian Ocean peace zone] was 
likely to increase rather than diminish the instability in 
the region; and Japan, while supporting the idea of 
creating a peace zone, considered that there should first 
be a “/harmonization of views./” 


* Figures Show Drop in 1989 Tourist Business 


9OEF00I6B Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
4 Dec 89 pp 1, 16 


[Article by Jacques David: “This year 270,000 Tourists 
in Mauritius’’] 
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[Text] The Bureau of Statistics, ~vhich has just made 
public its latest report (the Economic Indicators) con- 
cerning the number of tourists who will visit the country 
this year, estimates that the number of tourists visiting 
Mauritius by the end of this ye.sr will be around 270,000 
(compared with 240,000 for last year). It is expected that 
receipts will reach around 3 billion Mau Rs. These 
figures serve to confirm the slowing dowr. in this sector's 
growth rate in 1989, compared with 1988. 


In comparison with 1988 figures, it is noted, firstly, that 
the percentage increase of the number of tourists 
entering the country in 1989 is 12.8 percent, while in 
1988 this percentage had reached 15.28 percent. Sec- 
ondly, while 1988 receipts were 2,374 million Mau Rs, it 
is estimated that they will be around 3 billion Mau Rs 
this vear, which represents an increase of less than 6.6 
percent. 


Last September around 7,500 persons were directly 
employed in the tourist sector—at the level of finas 
having 10 employees or more—compared with 6,974 
persons employed in September 1988. This represents a 
percentage slightly higher than 8 percent for the period 
1988-89, but less than 1987-88, which was on the order 
of 11 percent. 


* Government \\.oves To Slow Economic Growth 


* Higher Interest Rates Imposed 


QOEF0063A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
26 Oct 89 p 1, 4 


[Article by Jean-Marc Poche: “War on Inflation 
Declared”; officials want to encourage savings and slow 
the growth of an overheated economy] 


[Text] By setting the new interest rates that will go into 
effect tomorrow, banking and government officials 
declared war yesterday on inflation that could reach 13 
percent by the end of the year. “Our top priority is to halt 
inflation,” Mr Indur Ramphul, go- ernor of the Bank of 
Mauritius, told us. For his part, acting prime minister 
Mr Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo told LE MAURICIEN 
tha\, “the government's goal is to encourage saving and 
make credit more expensive.” 


The savings interest rate will thus rise from 10 to 12 
percent; the lending rate will climb from 13 to 15 percent 
for the priority sector and will not exceed 19.5 percent 
for the nonpriority sector. The discount rate will jump 
from 11 to 12 percent. The rediscount rate for exports 
other than sugar will rise from 11.25 to 12.25 percent. 
That means exporters will be able to finance their 
exports at 13 percent, since commercial banks take a rate 
of % to | percent. 


Moreover, treasury bonds will be increased as follows: 3 
months, from 10 to 11 percent; 6 months, from 10.75 to 
11.75 percent; and one year, from 11 to 12 percent. 
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According to the governor of the Bank of Mauritius, this 
new interest-rate schedule was set after no fewer than 
three meetings, thanks to the understanding of both the 
Association of Bankers and the State Commercial Bank, 
which is not a member of the association. 


“We want to reduce the inflation rate as quickly as 
possible. inflation was 9.2 percent last year and 16 
percent during the 1988/89 fiscal year; moreover, 
according to economic indicators, it should reach 13 
percent by the end of the year. In addition,” he con- 
tinued, “economic growth is beginning to show a down- 
turn and could hover around 4.5 percent this year, 
compared to 5.4 percent last year and 8 percent in 1987. 
Because the current situation could destabilize price and 
salary structures, it had become imperative that we take 
corrective measures. Moreover, we want to discourage 
consumption and encourage saving. To attain this goal, 
it had become absolutely necessary to raise bank interest 
rates.” 


The acting prime minister Mr Vishnu Lutch- 
meenaraidoo made similar comments when questioned 
by LE MAURICIEN. “We want both to encourage 
saving and make credit more expensive and selective. In 
the current situation of full employment, Mauritius 
cannot tolerate too high a level of investment. The high 
cost of credit will lead to more selective investment and 
enable the labor market to prepare for a long training 
phase to improve productivity of the work force,” he 
told us. 


Commenting on the increase in the lending rate for the 
priority sector. the governor of the Central Bank, Mr 
Indur Ramphu:, explained that since commercial banks 
are essentially interested in profit making, there is a great 
temptation to make loans to more profitable sectors. The 
new rates in effect for the priority sector will encourage 
them to channel their money to priority sectors and thus 
reduce the amount of credit available to nonpriority 
sectors. This should reduce demand, and consequently, 
consumption. 


Answering objections voiced by MEPZA (Mauritius 
Export Processing Zone Association), Mr Indur Ram- 
phul stated that the government cannot continue to 
subsidize some sectors at the expense of others. He 
stressed, however, that the free-zone companies will 
continue “to export at a preferential rate.” 


He also mentioned many complaints he had received 
from manufacturers about the inadequacy of firancing. 
“The increase in the lending rate for the priority sector 
could rectify the situation,” he said. 


* Economic Measures Analyzed 


QOEF0063B Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
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[Excerpt of article by Jacques David: “Growth Is 
Curbed”; first paragraph is editor's lead] 
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[Text] The government's decision to raise bank interest 
rates two points nusially aims to slow the economy: 
furthermore, the country’s priority sectors will have to 
turn from now on to loan sources other than banks. 
Theoretically, the government's message is very clear: 
There is another source of financing besides banks. “It 
makes one think of the capital that might be available on 
the Stock Exchange,” said Mr Pierre Dinan, an econo- 
mist, to LE MAURICIEN this morning. Mr Dinan’s 
analysis of the situation echoes that of the finance 
minister, Mr Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo. 


Questioned by LE MAURICIEN this morning following 
the government's decision to raise the interest rate, Mr 
Pierre Dinan explained that “one could read the decision 
several ways, the most obvious interpretation is the 
desire, expressed by the government, to slow the expan- 
sion of the economy.” A decision he hopes will be short 
term. Asked whether the measure would not at the same 
time be a nasty setback for development, Mr Dinan did 
not think it would necessarily slow it down. 


“The government primarily wants to attack inflation.” 
[passages omitted] 


* MEPZA President Respoads 


9OEF0063C Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
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[Text] “An increase in bank interest rates will affect the 
Free Zone [FZ] more than the country’s other economic 
sectors, for the FZ traditionally needs greater working 
capital than other sectors because of the nature of its 
activities: namely, exporting...” said Mr Arif Currimjec, 
president of the Mauritius Export Processing Zone Asso- 
ciation (MEPZA) to the press yesterday. 


The large plants employ up to 10,000 people and FZ 
factories must import practically all of their raw mate- 
rials. MEPZA, therefore, looked at the problems of these 
plants and decided that, with their narrow profit mar- 
gins, a |-percent increase in the bank interest rate would 
mean a 2 and '2 to 5 percent cut in the plants’ profits. 


“Taxes in the FZ were recently upped by 20 to 25 
percent. Many companies are making very little profit. It 
should not be thought that the FZ is solid. The FZ sector 
has only existed 15 years and it will be endangered in the 
coming years because it will need to invest enormously,” 
Mr Currimjee said. 


In his opinion, the FZ still needs to acquire new, solid 
management and structures different from those of other 
commercial sectors. 


“Without the advantages it enjoyed in the past, the FZ 
would be stillborn. The EPZ [Export Processing Zone] 
Act and other financial advantages were necessary to get 
this far. Does the government want to put the FZ on the 
same footing as the other economic sectors? Certainly, 
we still have some advantages, but they have been 
curtailed. If the FZ is put on the same footing as other 
sectors, the FZ export sector will be very fragile in a year 
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or two, for it has not reached the point where it can 
survive without advantages,” Mr Currimjee further 
stated. 


New Phase 


According to the MEPZA president, th country’s 
second industrial phase means a new phase with less 
manpower and more machines for the FZ. The FZ, 
therefore, needs to invest more and step up training, 
putting it in a fragile position. 

“If the interest rate increases by | and ‘2 to ? percent, it 
will wipe out many factories. In 2 or 3 years there will be 
a labor shortage and our competitiveness in the world 
will decline—even our buyers think so,” said Mr Cur- 
rimjee. 


in his opinion, the FZ must be assured of having the 
means of consolidating its situation over the next tew 
years. It is now going through the most difficult and 
vulnerable period of its existence. 


“Moreover, we must accept [the fact] that an increase in 
interest rates can help control inflation. But it will 
definitely affect investment. There will be more money 
in the banks to offer to investors, but at 15 percent, who 
will want it? The situation is not an easy one, but it is 
unrealistic to deprive the FZ of investment when it most 
needs it... Even if the factories do not close, they will be 
weakened. And if 5 or 6 million rupees were needed for 
basic investment in machinery, investment to modernize 
could absorb 3 times that amount. It is paradoxical to 
ask MEPZA to modernize and cut its investment at the 
same time. Finally, it is safe to say that exporting is much 
more dangerous and risky than producing for the local 
market. It is, therefore, not realistic to put the FZ on the 
same footing as the other sectors,” Mr Currimjee con- 
cluded. 


* Funds Approved To Relieve Housing Shortage 


QOEF0103A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
18 Nov 89 pp I, 12 


[Article by Vishwa Mootoocurpen: “The National Pen- 
sion Scheme Fund (NPS) Sets About It: 1.4 Billion 
Rupees to House the Middle Class and the Poor, Among 
Other Actions, NPS to Build Apartments on State- 
Owned Land”]} 


[Text] Part of the financial resources of the National 
Pensions Scheme [NPS] Fund, approximately | .4 billion 
rupees, will soon be used to improve hor«tng on Mauri- 
tius. From an action plan just developed, « appears that, 
first, the NPS will see to the construction of apartments 
on state-owned land and, second, it wall give priority to 
loans to improve housing, loans targeted at low-income 
groups. Yesterday Dr Dineshwar Ramjuttun, the Min- 
ister of Social Security, said in this connection that the 
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plan as conceived, entitled “A New Housing Loan 
Scheme,” will finally make it relatively easier to own 


property. 


The prices of these new homes should logically be less 
expensive and be affordable by middle-class households, 
inasmuch as the buildings will be put up on land owned 
by the state. We know that at present land prices are the 
biggest obstacle to owning a home. According to surveys 
that have been made, a large apartment in a desirable 
neighborhood can cost some 300,000 rupees. 


Some pieces of land in several regions of the country 
have already been found suitable for such a project. We 
have learned that an area of 14 arpents [roughly 14 acres] 
in Moka, not far from the Marketing Board building, will 
be used for this purpose. 


The second piece of land fourd to be ideal [for the 
project] is located at La Vigie, another at Vallee- 
des-Pretres, and yet another at Abercrombie, Ste-Croix. 


It has been decided that the apartment buildings will 
have three stories and that the apartments will be built in 
accordance with minimum comfort standards. 


Furthermore, we have learned that an amendment will 
soon be introduced to the law governing the Pension 
Fund (o create conditions for loans to improve housing. 
This assistance will be targeted first and foremost at 
households already owning one house that want to 
improve it but do not have a high income. The loan 
ceiling will be 60,000 rupees and the interest rate on this 
loan could be less than 8 percent. 


Alt present the housing shortage is truly leading to 
unfortunate occurrer< 2s and the government's estimate 
of the current demand tur housing, as recently confirmed 
by the Finance Minister, Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, is 
40,000 [units]. 


* Agricultural Free Trade Zone Proposed 


QYOEFOI03B Port Lowts LE MAURICIEN in French 
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{Article: “Agriculture: Establishing an Agricultural Free 
Trade Zone™] 


[Text] Food production could expand considerably in 
the coming years with the project to establish an agricul- 
tural free trade zone announced last week by Vishnu 
Lutchmeenaraidoo, the deputy prime minister and the 
minister of finance. 


Since 1985, he explained, a series of measures has been 
introduced to give new impetus to food production on 
the island. 


Establishing a major agricultural free trade zone on the 
model of the industrial free trade zone is a part of this 


policy. 


So, according to the finance minister, a whole range of 
incentive measures will be introduced to encourage food 
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production but also the development of livestock and 
aquacultw >. Shrimp and fish farming projects could be 
undertaken in our lagoons. Agricultural equipment as 
well as fishing boats will be tax-exempt. 


Economic development, as Mr Raymond Barre observed 
in a lecture at the University of Mauritius, automatically 
brings with it a growth in the demand for food. As in the 
case of Taiwan, this obliges a country’s ‘eaders to mod- 
em:ze the food production sector: first, to satisfy 
domestic consumption and, then, to prodice for export. 


Much work still remains to be done on Mauritius. 
Mozambique 


ANc’s Nzo Gives Maputo News Conference 


MB0501202690 Maputo Domestic Service 
ut Portuguese 1730 GMT 5 Jan 90 


Text] A high-level delegation of the South African ANC 
[African National Congress], which is in Maputo for 
\alks with the Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] 
party, today gave a news conference for Mozambican 
aid foreign newsmen. 


ANC Secretary Genera! Alfred Nzo said that State 
President Frederik de Kierk’s current reforms were a 
consequence of the econornic crisis in South Africa. Nzo 
stressed: The release of leading ANC officials took place 
on the eve of the Commonwealth summit because De 
Klerk wanted to avoid further pressure from the inter- 
national community. 


In this context, the ANC secretary general called for 
increased pressure on the regime to satisfy the demands 
made by the mass movement, namely the release of 
Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners, the ending 
of the vate of emergency, and the lifting of the ban on 
the ANC. 


He reiterated the importance of the role played by 
Mozambique and President Chissano in solving conflicts 
in the region and South Africa, in view of the influence 
of the Mozambican Government in important interna- 
tional forums. 


The ANC secretary general vehemently condemned the 
recent Hungarian decision, which was made during Pik 
Botha’s visit to Budapest, to send skilled manpower to 
South Africa. He emphasized: This decision will only 
perpetuate apartheid in South Africa and keep the region 
in danger. 


In discussing Pretoria’s support for the armed bandits 
and the need for this issue to be unmasked inside South 
Africa, Nzo said it was a very important question 
affecting the region and particularly Mozambique. He 
added that this was a specific issue being dealt with by 
the democratic movement inside the country. 


During the news conference, the ANC secretary general 
said he did not believe that the South African securocrats 
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were losing their influence or that Frederik de Klerk had 
curtailed their power. Nzo noted the securocrats’ proven 
influence in maintaining apartheid. 


Namibia 


5 Foreign Missions Said To kstalish Embassi:'s 


MB0501072290 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 0600 GMT 5 Jan 90 


[Te~t] Five of the 29 countries with observer missions in 
Namib:a have said on inquiry that they will establish 
embassies in the territory after independence. They are 
Egypt, France, (Sweden), Britain, and Kenya. 


Six countries, namely Finland, India, Norway, Portugal, 
East an4+ West Germany have indicated that they may 
also establish diplomatic relations with Namibia after 
independence. 


The majority of the remaining 18 countries are waiting 
for independence before making final decisions on the 
matter. Four of the missions, as well as the Frontline 
States (Angola, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, 
Botswana, and Mozambique), were not available for 
comment. 


Meanwhile, the director of the U.S. Information Ser- 
vice’s office in Namibia, Mr (Harvey Lenford), has said 
his country will definitely open an embassy in the 
country after independence. 


Daily Publiches Nujoma’s New Year's Message 


MB0501113690 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER 
in English 2 Jan 90 p 1 


[New Year's message by SWAPO President Sam 
Nujoma] 


[Text] It is a pleasure for me to extend warm and very 
special seasonal greetings to all the people of Namibia. 


After decades of a bloody war and political confronta- 
tions, our Country is today on the brink of a peaceful 
political, social, spiritual and cuitural rebizth. A new era 
has dawned on our land. 


For the first time in more than a century, the people .f 
Namibia have entered the Christmas and New Year 
festive season with truly joyous thoughts and cheerful 
feelings of hope for the future. 


More than a month and a half ago, our people were able, 
for the first time in history, to excercise their long-denied 
right to self-determination; they have elected their own 
leaders. 


Conscious of their responsibility to the Namibia people, 
the elected leaders in the Constituent Assembly have 
been working very hard. Thus, the Assembly has made 
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impressive progress in its historic task of writing 
Namibia's independence constitution. 


I am, therefore, confident that the Assembly will resume 
its work in the New Year with the same sense of 
commitment to the wishes and aspirations of the 
Namibian people to achieve freedom and independence 
in the shortest possible time. 


There is yet another good reason for us to be delighted as 
we bid farewell to 1989 and welcome the New Year. 


Beginning with the independence election, the progress 
of democratisation of the Namibian society has been set 
in motion. The Constitution which the Constituent 
Assembly is about to finalise entrenches all the funda- 
mental human rights. It also provides for the protection 
of our people’s socio-economic interests and the demo- 
cratic values of a participatory style of government. 


The policy of national reconciliation, which has been at 
the centre of SWAPO’s [South-West African People’s 
Organization] election campaign, is not only finding 
concrete expression in our approach to political work 
with other parties in the Constituent Assembly and in 
our plans for the establishment of a new government. 
This policy is also running through all our contacts with 
all other quarters of the Namibian society. SWAPO is, 
for example, maintaining a practical attitude towards the 
Namibian business and farming commu® ‘ties, as well as 
towards the potential foreign investors . th whom we 
are busy exchanging views about possible future invest- 
ments in the country. 


In this regard, SWAPO is formulating an investment 
code which will establish the necessary common ground 
between the interests of the investors and those of the 
future government. The code will provide foreign inves- 
tors with the necessary security or contractual protection 
of their investments. On the other hand, it will ensure 
that such investments will indeed generate new employ- 
m2nt opportunities for the thousands of our unemployed 
workers. these investments will also become an impor- 
tant part of the country’s tax base. 


We are thus earnestly seeking to boost confidence in 
business quarters towards greater economic activities in 
the country in the coming year. We are doing this in full 
knowledge that such increased economic activities will 
be vital in generating higher national income, which 
income will be crucial for the new government to pro- 
vide the much needed social services to the masses of the 
Namibian people: the workers, the drought-afflicted 
peasants, and the unemployed youth. 


The same practical and sensible attitude of national 
reconciliation guides our approach towards the restruc- 
turing of the state administrative machinery. 


In this regard, SWAPO has been, and continues to 
appeal, to the professiona!s, such as, doctors, engineers, 
pharmacists, educationists, etc., to remain in the country 
and to continue to render their important services to the 
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country; and, at the same time, to make a decent and 
fulfilling living for themselves. To this end, we have just 
set up a team of competent persons with a capacity to 
listen, to learn and to promote contacts with the existing 
civil servants. Such contacts will, we believe, help to 
create an understanding, on the part of the existing civil 
servants, of the future government policy, and of the fact 
that reconciliation cannot be a one-way process. 


Against this background, the Namibian people have 
every reason to pass from the closing year into the New 
Year on a note of genuine optimism, when the bleak 
view of the past years has been replaced by one of hope 
and joyous celebration of the dawning of a new era in our 
country. 


We should all, therefore, look forward to making 1990 
the year of Namibia; and to make the nineties a decade 
of peace, national unity and higher socio-economic 
achievements for our country. 


I appeal to you all to render all the necessary support to 
your leaders, as you have done in the passing year, so 
that our country can make a smooth and peaceful 
transition from colonialism to freedom and indepen- 
dence. 


Let us, together, gear ourselves to work in a concerted, 
coordinated and united effort in the building of our 
beloved Namibia as one nation. 


Seychelles 


* Soviet Accord Approved To Monitor Fishing 


QOEFO1I25A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
7 Dec 89 p6 


[Unsigned article: “Seychelles Agreements With Aus- 
tralia, the FRG, and the USSR”, first paragraph is LE 
MAURICIEN introduction] 


[Text] In October the FRG and Australia made grants to 
the Seychelles totaling three million dollars. Further- 
more, our neighbors have granted fishing facilities to the 
Soviets. 


West German assistance, which amounts to $1.2 million, 
is essentially aimed at improving the security of the 
Mahe airport. The agreement was signed by Mrs 
Danielle de Saint-Jorre, the Seychellois Minister of Plan- 
ning and Foreign Relations, and Mr Frank Mentzingen, 
FRG ambassador to Victoria. 


The packet granted by Australia, amounting to $1.8 
million, should be assigned to the education and voca- 
tional training sectors in order to complete the replace- 
ment of expatriate workers who are employed in the 
Seychelles. 


Furthermore, representatives of the Soviet Ministry of 
Fisheries will soon settle in the Seychelles in order to 
oversee the activities of the USSR fishing boats. 
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This decision was made following a meeting of the 
Seychelles-USSR fishing commission that took place in 
Moscow during the month of September. Mr Perrin 
Saint-Ange, director general of Seychelles Agriculture 
and Fisheries, participated. 


Four Soviet tuna fish boats currently have the right to 
fish in Seychelles waters, along with twenty French 
seiners, twenty Spanish and three Moroccan [seiners]. 


France and Spain already have representatives in Victoria. 


Zimbabwe 


President Mugabe: RSA Reform ‘Too Timid’ 


MB1001123190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0950 GMT 10 Jan 90 


[Text] Harare Jan 10 SAPA—Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe said on Wednesday [10 January] he 
believed steps being taken by the South African [RSA] 
Government against apartheid were too few and too 
timid to be meaningful, the news agency ZIANA reports. 


Apartheid remained fully in force in South Afi ca, as 
decreed by both statute law and practice, he said when he 
opened the 10th Commonwealth Speakers’ and Pre- 
siding Officers’ Conference at the Harare International 
Conference Centre. 
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He said as Zimbabweans were preparing to celebrate the 
10th anniversary of their independence next April, they 
remained mindful of the plight of others in the southern 
African region, specifically those in South Africa. South 
Africans, he said, were far from enjoying the same status 
and circumstances, born of national freedom and inde- 
pendence, as Zimbabweans did. 


“While some steps are apparently being taken to ameli- 
grate the climate of repression and oppression that 
governs the life of the African majority, these steps are, 
in our view, too few and too timid to be meaningful. 


“What the situation calls for is not merely a declaration 
by the Pretoria authorities that apartheid is dead but 
concrete measures to dismantle the laws, institutions and 
practices that are the hallmarks of that evil system. 


“We say to the South African authorities: You will have 
significantly enhanced your credibility if you can forth- 
with release Nelson Mandela and other political pris- 
oners, unban all the peoples representative organizations 
and then proceed to engage in serious discussions with 
their leaders, with a view to finding genuinely national 
solutions to the country’s problems. 


“Let the will of the majority of the people prevail and we 
shall certainly extend our hand of friendship to that 
country as our neighbour,” he said. 


The conference, attended by delegates from 33 of the 50 
members of the Commonwealth, ends on Friday. 
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Liberia 


Dissidents Said ‘Reduced’ to Guerrilla Operations 


ABO0901184290 Paris AFP in French 1237 GMT 
Y Jan 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 9 Jan (AFP)}—The Ivorian Red Cross 
and the French humanitarian organization, Medecins 
Sans Frontiere (MSF), are currently working in Danane 
Region, in the west of Ivory Coast, where about 10,000 
persons have found refuge since the beginning of the 
disturbances in Liberia, it was learned from reliable 
sources today in Abidjan. The mission of the teams is to 
evaluate the amount of aid that can be given to the 
“displaced” people, it was explained by the same 
sources. However, the Ivorian authorities continue to 
observe absolute silence regarding this affair and are not 
giving any information. 


The first information given by the French humanitarian 
organization, Medecins Sans Frontiere, especially con- 
cerns food problems and refers to only a few injuries. 
However, most of the refugees are terrorized and are 
afraid of being sent back to their country. 


The Liberians have been resorting to appeasing words 
for several days now. The accusations levelled against 
Ivory Coast are now discrete and contacts are said to be 
going on between the two countries to better handle the 
delicate problem of “displaced people,” using the expres- 
sion of Ivorian officials, who do not want to hear about 
refugees in regard to the inhabitants of Nimba. 


Furthermore, the Liberian leaders invite the people of 
the country to return to their towns and villages, saying 
that the security forces are capable of protecting them. 
Initial reports from Sanniquellie, the capital of Nimba 
County, near the border with Guinea, speak today about 
the resumption of activities, notably in the market, 
which has been deserted for 1 week. The lucality had 
become a ghost town for several days when a large group 
of “dissidents” was reported in the region, it was learned 
trom reliable sources. 


These “dissidents”, whose exact number and aims are 
not known, seem to have failed in their attempt and have 
been reduceh to the level of guerrilla operations, which is 
sill weighing heavily on the climate of insecurity in the 
region. There has been no indication of numbers of men 
and equipment deployed by the Liberian Government to 
quell this rebellion. However, it was thought in informed 
circles in Monrovia that more than $00 soldiers were 
sent to the county. 


Civilians will have to pay a heavy toll for this new 
destabilization attempt of President Samuel Doe's 
regime, the seventh in 9 years. Several hundred civilians 
and soldiers were killed, according to official reports and 
many eyewitness accounts from refugees. 


The commander of the units engaged in Nimba Region 
announced the discovery of a charnel-house of 200 
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bodies in the locality of Butuo, a few kilometers from the 
Ivorian border. The responsibility for these massacres, 
attributed to the “dissidents” by the authorities, has not, 
however, been clearly established. Many eyewitness 
accounts, including those of the village headman, refer to 
killings perpetrated by the soldiers who practized a 
scorched-earth policy, burning villages to prevent the 
rebels from getting any supplies. 


Between 500 and 1,500 persons were killed in Nimba 
County during the confrontations and the repression 
that followed the rebellion attempt in November 1985 
by former General Thomas Quiwonkpa, a native of this 
region. 


Doe Derides ‘One-Party’ States 


AB0901213090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has said that 
Liberia will resist the efforts of any totalitarian and 
one-party state to undermine the multiparty democracy 
for which Liberians have fought. He said Liberia will 
take any step necessary to ensure the survival of the 
multiparty system despite the unfriendly behavior of 
states where there are for the media no freedom of 
speech and other basic tenants of democracy. The pres- 
ident was speaking yesterday when several citizens met 
and congratulated him on the fourth anniversary of his 
inauguration as president of Liberia. Dr Doe told the 
Liberian citizens that he welcome the way the demo- 
cratic changes are now sweeping across Eastern Europe 
and hoped they would touch the hearts of totalitarian 
leaders in other parts of the world so that political 
tensions accumulated since independence will be 
reduced in certain countries. 


According to the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY, the 
president said inasmuch as the superpowers can funda- 
mentally promote democracy in Eastern Europe, there is 
no reason why countries elsewhere cannot bring demo- 
cratic relief for their people. He said Liberians must 
therefore be determined to crash any internal or external 
acts that would threaten their multiparty democracy. 


Dissidents at News Conference 


AB0901221090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 9 Jan 90 


{Summary From Poor Reception] “Government says it 
is continuing its efforts to round up armed dissidents 
who entered the country on December 24th to destabi- 
lize the country. Justice Minister Jenkins at a news 
conference today, called on citizens and residents of 
Liberia to provide verified information leading to the 
arrest of the armed dissidents:” 


[Begin Scott recording] “According to [word indistinct] 
reports received (?so) far, of a total number of 17 
customs officers assigned in the area, 10 have been 
reported missing or presumed dead. Of the (?10) immi- 
gration officers assigned, (?two) are reportedly missing 
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or presumed dead. Of the (?four) police officers in the 
area, (?two) have been confirmed dead and two are (still 
missing).” The two that have been confirmed dead, 
according to reports, were slaughtered by the dissidents. 


There have been reports of several murders committed. 
Among those murders were: Dr (Raddy Kelly), (E.O. 
Kolle), and (Opati), a Togolese national. One person was 
shot in the head. Investigations are continuing to verify 
the accounts given by citizens. [end recording] 


“During the news conference today, government further 
showed journalists what they claimed were (?two) of the 
armed dissidents who entered the country and were 
captured by government troops. One of them confirmed 
government allegations that the armed dissidents 
entered the country from la Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast].” 


[Begin unidentified dissident recording] We were in 
Ivory Coast until Charles Taylor said we should leave 
there. We spent nearly 3 months there, while the other 
groups stayed in Burkina Faso. Later on, we started 
gradually moving into Liberia. [end recording] 


Libya Said To Provide Training 
AB1001133690 Paris AFP in English 1328 GMT 
10 Jan 90 


[Text] Monrovia, Jan 10 (AFP)}—Two captured dissi- 
dents said late Tuesday they were part of a group of 
about 100 men who received training in Libya to desta- 
bilize Liberia and unseat President Samuel Doe. 


Alfred Sommah and former Monrovia City Police 
Officer Harrison Duopu told a press conference orga- 
nized by the Justice Minister that the group was 
recruited in Ivory Coast by ex-Liberian soldier Cooper 
Teah. 


Liberian Justice Minister Jenkins Scott told the same 
conference that rebels had killed two police officers, as 
well as a soldier, since the destabilization bid began in 
Nimba County in the northeast on December 24. 


More than a dozen other police and customs officers 
were “missing, presumed dead,” he added, after fighting 
in which the Liberian Armed Forces were this week 
reported to gave gained the upper hand. 


The two captives said the dissidents were transported in 
several groups to a military camp in Libya, getting there 
at different itmes. 


A first group began their “commando, combat, anti- 
aircraft, infantry and navy” training in February 1987. 
Training for all the rebels ended April 15, 1988, they 
said. 


The handcuffed dissidents said their leader, former 
Liberian General Services Director Charles Tz ylor, had 
arranged the entire training and provided them train 
tickets with from Abidjan to Ouagadougou, the capital of 
Burkina Faso. 
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They later boarded Soviet airliners to Libya for the 
training. They also said Mr. Taylor, who fled in 1984 and 
is currently in exile in the United States, gave them 
allowances they claimed were hardly enough to meet 
their needs. 


The captives, who narrated their story for nearly an hour 
added that the Libyan authorities had promised them 
arms and ammunitions, but later failed to produce them. 


Following the training, Mr Taylor and others with him 
were arrested while travelling through neighboring Sierra 
Leone, they said. 


They added that Mr. Taylor later returned and told the 
group they were passing through the Ivory Coast, but 
said they had difficulties explaining their presence in the 
country to police and other security forces. 


Some dissidents decided to go to Guinea to enter liberia, 
they added. 


“There, too, we had some problems with the police and 
some of us were deported back to the Ivory Coast,” they 
said, adding that they were sent back because they were 
using Ivorian nationalities. 


Justice Minister Scott said the dissidents who attacked 
towns in rural Nimba County “slaughtered” two police 
officers and that two other police officers are ‘missing or 
presumed dead.” 


He added that out of 17 customs officers, 10 are reported 
“missing or presumed dead” while two of six immigra- 
tion officers are reported “missing or presumed dead.” 


The government had previously stated that only one 
Liberian soldier was killed and another wounded in 
fighting between government forces and rebels since 
Lecember 24, when insurgents attacked at the border 
town of Butuo, near the Ivory Coast. 


Mr. Scott said government forces were still searching for 
remaining rebels said to be in hiding, and called on the 
public to cooperative with security forces in rounding up 
the remaining dissidents. 


The minister also said police were investigating three 
murders committed in Monrovia over the last two weeks 
“under mysterious circumstances.” 


Prominent Liberian businessman Robert Philips was 
found butchered in his bedroom last week. No one has 
claimed responsibility. 


Army officer Peter Koleh was also said to have been shot 
by unknown person, and Togolese national David Opati 
was also murdered. 


The government has charged that rebels massacred 200 
civilians at Butuo, but Nimba County residents who 
have fled fighting and taken refuge in neighboring Ivory 
Coast told AFP soldiers burned their villages and shot 
dead hundreds in ““mopping up” operations. 
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Assassinated Opposition Member Mourned 


AB0901200290 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Liberian capital has seen a huge crowd of 
mourners turn out for the funeral service of Robert 
Phillips, who was killed in his house in mysterious 
circumstances last Thursday [4 January]. Phillips was a 
third generation politician and a prominent member of 
the Liberian opposition. From Monrovia, Isaac Bantu 
telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] More than 2,000 
mourners turned out to bid Phillips farewell. The traffic 
on Broad Street came to a standstill for nearly 4 hours as 
hundreds of onlookers and sympathizers stood outside 
the cathedral because there was no room for them inside. 


In her tribute, Robert Phillips’ sister said, and I quote: 
Look at our mother, look at her, whoever you are who 
killed him, I cannot describe the pain our mother bears. 
Bu: in time she will stop crying for a while. She will 
overcome it with prayers. Rosina Phillips, Robert's 
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9-year old daughter said: My daddy may be gone in body 
but his soul is in my heart. Daddy, wherever you are, | 
love you so much. 


In its tribute, the Liberian Action Party, of which 
Phillips was a founding member, said: Today, it is 
Robert. Who will it be next? [end recording] 


U.S. Maritime Control Concept Supported 


AB1001115990 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 9 Jan 90 


[Text] The Liberian Government says it will continue to 
support the American maritime effective control concept. A 
Maritime Bureau release today said that the Liberian Gov- 
ernment has spoken of its willingness to cooperate with the 
United States Government in any way either by executive 
agreement or treaty to reinforce government's commitment 
to the effective control concept. 


Under the effective control concept. Liberian-registered 
vessels will be made availabe to the United States in time 
of war or declared national emergency. 
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